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PREFACE. 


Ut © HE Proofs of a divine Wiſdom Power, 
WE) and Goodneſs, are fo flrong and evident 
in all the Parts of Nature, as cannot 
fail to raiſe, in thoſe that conſl der them, 
a due Senſe of their Obligations to praiſe and adore 


the great Creator: His Stamp is impreſs d on every 
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Object we behold, and can hardly eſcape the Notice 
of any, but the moſt thoughtleſs and incurious ; and 


who, that diſcerns the fair Impreſſion, can with-bold 
ſo juſt and d reaſonable a Tribute ? 


Ir is true, there have keen ſome, who have pre- 


tended to examine the natural Conſtitution of Thin 65, 


and from thence undertaken to account for all that 


Order, Art, and Beauty, which appear in them, 
from a caſual Combination of Matter; but never ſure 
was Truth more wilfully, and abſurdly oppoſed, than 


in the Arguments theſe Men have uſed in excluding 
God out of the World, and making Chance, which 


after all 1s Nothing, the Parent of that Regula- 


rity and Contrivance ſo viſi ible in the ſeveral Parts 


of it. What can we be ſure of ? if Effeds, that 


have all poſſible Marks of a wiſe, and good Def, en, 
and thoſe too in Inſtances innumerable, can pro- 


ceed from any Cauſe, out a © and intelligent 
Heins. 


BU r my Purpoſe in this Preface is not to re- 
new the Controverſy with ſuch ſingular, and per- 
verſe Men; they have been confuted more than a 
thouſand times, and their Arguments, contrary to 
= 2 
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the Intention of the Authors, hade done no ſmall 
Service to the Truth, by expoſins the wretche 4 
Weakneſs of the Cauſe they eſpousd, and excitine 
a greater Leal and Diligence mn wiſe and learned 
Men, to ſtud) Nature in all, even her moſt hidden 
 Keceſſes, and to unravel the wonderful Appearances 
they meet with every-where, to the Prai It and Glory 
of the Creator. 


WHAT excellent 7. reatiſes were wrote toward 
the latter End of the laſt Century, and 17 lace, up- 
on this copious Subjeft ! And with what dt ength 
and Clearneſs have they provid the Agency of a 
divine Being in the Motion of the heaven; ly bodies, 
and in the various Operations of the animal and 

vegetable Life! The curious Structure of many 
Parts of the Univerſe hath been more accurately ex- 
plord, and every new Diſcovery dri ſius from thence 
hath added greater Strength to the main Argument : 
In Proportion to the Depth, and Clojeneſs of theſe 
Enquiries hath the Hand of God appear'd more vi 
: fable in the Works of Nature ; and whoever reads 
them with Attention, muſt be ſenſeleſs, and impent- 
trable, not to acknowledge it; nay, further, not to be re- 


Lou) . and expreſs his Gratitude to the ſu 
111 preme 


iv The PREFACE. 
preme Cauſe of all Things, in frequent Aets of W " 


and Adoration. 


A TOLERABLE Converſation with Books of 


this Kind induced me to attempt the following Poem, 
not without Hopes that it may be ſomewhat uſe- 
ful and entertaining to every ſerious and well-diſpoſed 


Reader ; the Deſign of it being to raiſe in their 


Minds a deep and lively Senſe of the Deity, by 
diſplaying the Wonders of his creative Power, and 


celebrating thoſe glorious Perfettions, from whence 


ſuch amazing Effect. proceed. How well this De- 


ſign 1s executed, the Author with all due Submiſſion 
leaves to the Fudement of others, but chiefly relies 


upon the Goodneſs and Piety of the Intention for 
its favourable Acceptance in the World : Such as it 
is, he humbly dedicates it to the Subſcribers, 20 
whom he takes this Occaſion to return his moſt 
hearty Thanks for the Favour done him in en- 
 couraging his Endeavours to ſo good an End; nei 


ther will this generous Encouragement be efteem 4 


4 Kindneſs r only to the Author, but an Indication 
likewiſe of their own pious Di} poſitions, as Counte- 
nancing a Work of ſo religious a Jendenc). Joo oft 


hade the Graces J Poetry been dehdſed in adorning 
Perſons 


Z 


f Perſons and Things unworthy of them; in a Work of 
| this Nature they are brought back, and applyd to 
| their primitive End and Purpoſe; and whatever be 
the Merit of the following Performance, to encourage 
ſuch a Deſien muſt certainly be very commendable, 
| aud may perhaps excite a far more elevated Genus 7 
} % try its utmoſt Efforts on ſo worthy and important . 
e,, . 
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A Liſt of the Names of the SuBSCGRIBERS. 


A. 
Eaver Abley of Aimſtrey Eſq; 


ceſter College. 
Rev. Mr. Allaſon of Worceſter. 
Mr. Walter Aſteley of Wolverhampton. 
Mr. Samuel Adams of Brewood. 
Rev. Mr. Adams of Shrewſbury. 
Rev. Mr. Adamſon of Workeld. 
Mr. Joleph Arnold of Shrewſbury, 
Mr. John Acton of Mitton. 


c B. 
IR Edward Blount Barr. 
Richard Bourn of Acton-Hall Elq; 
John Baker of Waretly-Green EIq; WO 
BookS.. 
William Bromley of Worceſter Eſq; 
Arthur Bagſhaw of Bromſgrove Eſq; 
Charles Baldwyn of Aqualate I1q; 
Stephen Beckingham of London Eſq; 
Rev. Mr. Baldwin of Bitterly. 
Mr. Beazley of Red-Lion-{treer. 
Mr. Ralph Brown of Broſely 2 Books, 
Mr. William Bradley of Clcobury. 
Mr. Thomas Bradley of the fame. 
Mr. William Brown of the ſame. 
Mr. William Bund of Worceſter, 
Mr. Thomas Bettenſon of Worceſter. 
Mr. John Botlege of the ſame. 


Mr. Edward Burlton of Bewdley 2 Books, 


Mr. Thomas Burlton of the ſame. 
Mr. Chriſtopher Banks of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Baldwin of Coreley. 
Rev. Mr. Bowdler of Witton. 
Mr. John Bellaers of Birmingham. 
Mr. Thomas Beſt of pan: 
Oxford. 
Mr. William Brecknell of London. 
Mr. Thomas Bradney of Wolverhampton. 
Mr. Thomas Benſon of the ſame. 
Mr. Francis Butler of the ſame. 
Mr. William Beto of the ſame. 


Mr. Thomas 


Mr. Amphlet, Fellow of Wor- 


Zradihaw of the fame, 
Mr. Thomas Burne of the lame. 

Mr. Edward Beſt of Ticknall. 

Mr. Robert Bright of Ledbury, 

Mr. Samuel Benet Of Lardifly. 

Mr. Benjamin Beal of Ribbinkall, 
Mr. John Brown of Clement's-Inn. 
Mr. Bird near 'Temple-bar. 
Mr. Beazley of Clare- market. 

Rev. Mr. Broughton of klartlebury. 
Rev. Mr. Samuel Broughton of the atme. 
Mrs. Beckett of the ſane. 

Rev, Mr. Charles Berry of Shrewlbury, 
Rev. Mr. Brooks of the fame. 
Mr. Samucl Blodwell of the ſame, 
Mrs. Bennet of the fame. 

Mr. Thomas Barnes of the ſame. 


Mr. Thomas Blakeway of the ſame, 


Mr. James Blakeway of the ſame. 
Mr. Henry Blakeway of the ſame. 
Mr. Robert Baſkerville of the ſame. 
Mr. Brown of Bridgnorth. 

Rev. Mr. Bell of Quatt. 

Rev. Mr. Budworth of Brewood. 
Mr. Roger Bromley of the ſame. 


Rev. Mr. Boughton of Penſax. 


Rev. Mr. Bradley of Aſtly⸗. 
Mr. George Poyner Biſſe, Gent. Com- 
moner Df Wadham. | 


Mr. Bromfield, Fellow of Moria: 


Mr. Charles Bean, Fellow of the fame. 
Mr. Philip Barton, Fellow of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Berdmore, Fellow of the ſame. 
Mr. Banks, Fellow of New- College. 
Rev. Mr. Buſh, Fellow of Wadham. 


Mr. George Charles Black of Worceſter- 


College. 


Mr. Bröckldnid of Windſor 2 Tok 


Mr. Charles Baldwin of Lincoln's-Inn, 
Mr. Richard Baldwin of Ludlow. 
Rev. Mr. Barnes Omberlly. 


Mr. Roger Bromley of Brewood. 


Rev. Mr. Abraham Blackborne:; 
Mr. Thomas Brewer. = 
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Win Lacon Childe of Kinlet Eſq; 
2 Books, 
Thomas Clutton of Pennywrlodd Eſq; 
2 Books. 
Andrew Corbet of Shrewſbury Eſq; 2 
Books. 
Rev. Mr. Collins of Magdalen-Hall. 
Mr. William Cowper of Worceſter-Col- 
lege 2 Books. 
Mr. Joſeph Carleſs of Univerſity-College. 
Dr, Cameron of Worceſter. 
Mr. Price Clutton of Pennywrlodd. 
Rev. Mr. Comyn of Sapy. 
Dr. Cranke of Leominſter. 
Mr. Edm. Chambers of Kidderminſter, 


John Collins of Gough: 8 Square London 


Ef, 
Mr. Tok Clutton of Kidderminſter. 
Mr. Richard Clutton of Stilton 2 Books. 
Mr. George Crumpe of Cleobury-Forge 
2 Books. 
Mr. Bonham Caldwall of Bewdley, three 

Books. 

Mr. Thomas Collins of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Cowper of the ſame. 
Mr. Thomas Cheeke of the ſame, 
Mr. John Crane of the ſame. 
Mr. John Cupper of Mitton 3 Books. 
Mr. Crump of Bewdley. _ 
Rev. Mr. Cotton of Shrewſbury. 
Mr. Thomas Cheeke of Furnival's-Inn. 

Mr. William Caldwall of Budge-Row, 
London. 
Mr. Joſeph Crane of Bewdley. 
Mr. William Carter of the ſame: 
Mr, Congreve of Worceſter-College. 


D. 
M* James Downes ſen. of Show. 
buy. | 


James 9 jun. Eſq; of the ſame. 
Mr. Joſeph Dixon of Magdalen-Hall. 
Rev. Mr. Bande of Stockton. 

Mr. John Duncumbe of Ribbinhall, 
Rev. Mr. Dovey of Birmingham. 
Mr. John Davies of the ſame. 

Mr. Geo. Duncumbe of Kidderminſter, 
Rev. Mr. Dixon of Dudley. 
Mr. Rupert Dovey of Stourbridge, 


Mr. Joſeph Duncumbe of Birmingham, 


Rev. Mr. Dolman of Brome. 
Mr. George Draper of Mitton. 


Mr. Richard Downes of Wolverhampton. 


Mr. Samuel Dawkes of Ribbinhall, two 
Books. 
Mr. Davis of Worceſter. 


Mr. Richard Diott of Brewood, 


Rev. Mr. Devey of Beckbury. 

Mr. Humphry Dallowe of Billingſley. 
Mr, William Davis of Ludlow. 

Mr. James Douglas, London. 

Mr. Dummer of Wadham-College, 


F. 


Ohn Evans of Shrewſbury Eſq; 
Mr. William Evans of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Edwards of Broſeley. 
Mr. Thomas Evans of Bridgnorth. 


Mr. Edward Eliſha of Shrewſbury. 


Miſs Edwards of Worceſter. 

Mr. Stephen Edwards of the ſame, 

Rev. Mr. Edwards of Neene. 

Mrs. Edwards of the ſame. 

Mr. Edward Edwards of Bewdley. 

Mr. John Eginton of Wolverhampton, 
Rev. Mr. Edwards of Tugford. 


F, 
Francis Fuſt # Hil- Court, Bart. 


CIR 
8 3 Books. 


Mrs. Feen 4 Books. 


Dr. Frampton 4 Books. 


Mr. Thomas Friend of lower Arley, two 


Books. 
Rev. Mr. Fieldhouſe of Oldbury. 
Mr. Henry Fox of Cleobury. 
Mr. Field of Worceſter. | 
Mr. Thomas Flack of Ludlow. 


G. 


Ames Garland Eſq; near the Temple. 
James Grey Grove of Pool-Hall Eſq; 
4 Books. 

Mr. James Gilbert of Kidderminſter 4 
Books. 


Mr. Jermyn Grove of Wood-Green, two 


Books. 


Mr. Henry Griffin of upper Arley, three 


Books. 
Rev. Mr. Giles of Worceſter. 
Mr. James Glover of Tewſbury. 
Mr. Richard Gwin of Shrewſbury. 
Mr. Thomas Gardner of the ſame. 
Mr. Thomas Griffith of the ſame. 


Mr. Robert Gallaway of Ludlow. 
Rev. Mr, Giftard of Biſhops-Caſtle. 


H. 


Mr. Highmore of Colton. 
Rev. Mr. Higgs of Higley. 
Mr. John Hall of Bayton, 2 Books. 
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II. 


Anſittart Hudſon of Chriſt-Church, 


Eſq; 

Mr. John Hopkins of Oxford. 
Rev. Mr. Hopkins of Pembroke-College. 
Mr. Thomas Hunt of Worceſter- College 
Mr. Daniel Hemus of Baliol- College. 
Mr. William Hunt of the ſame. _ 
Rev. Mr. Hinkeſman of Wadham, two 

Books. | | 
Rev. Mr. Hotchkis of Shrewſbury. 
Miſs Hyde of Worceſter. 
Rev. Mr. Hartſhorne of Broſeley 3 Books, 
Mr. Adam Hough of Comerton. 
Mrs. Hough of the ſame. 


Rev. Mr. Hale of Burford. 
Rev. Mr. Hughes of Hopton-Wafer. 


Mr. William Hayley of Merton-College, 
Oxford. 

Mr. Charles Hinkeſman of ane 
College. 

Rev. Mr. Howard of the ſame. 


Rev. Mr. John Hancox of Stourbridge. 


Mr. Samuel Hellier of Wolverhampton, 
2 Books. 


Mr. Thomas Hill = the ſame. 
Mr. Henry Howarth of Brecknock. 


Mr. James Howard of Kidderminſter, 
Mr. Robert Harriton of Hartlebury. 
Mr. Hurtle of the ſame. 


Mr. Richard Hayne of Brewood. 
Mr. Charles Holland of Cleobury. 
Mr. Thomas Holland of Ludlow. 


Mr. William Haſkell of Tenbury. 
Mr. Harwood , Fellow of Merton-Col- 


lege. 


13 Mr. Hayward of Little Wenlock. 


Mr. Owen Hughes of Shrewſbury. 


Mr. Bernard Holland of Burwarton. 

Rev. Mr. Hinkſman of Aſton-Botterel. 

Rev. Mr. Harbage of Oxhill. 

Mr. Henderſon 01 Deans - Yard, Weſt- 
minſter. 


Mr. James Hall of Clement's-Inn. 


＋ 


R. James of Birmingham. 


Rev. Mr. Jones of Milſon, 2 Books. 


Rev. Mr. Jervis of Stone, 2 Books. 
Mr. Thomas Jackſon of Birmingham. 
Mr. John Janns of the ſame. 

Mr. John Ingram of Ticknall. 


Mr. Nehemiah Jeavens of Bewdley, 


Mr. William Janns of Wolverhampton. 


Mr. Edward Jackſon of Worceſter. 
Mr. William Jones of Briſtol. 


Mr. Thomas ſanns of Brewood. 
Rev. Mr. Jaudrell of Madeley. 


Se. Mr. Edward Jeffery of Shrewſbury. 


Mr. Chriſtopher Jacob of the Park. 
Rev. Mr. Jon of Dunnington. 


K, 


Cs Kynaſton of Shrewſbury Eſq; 


Books. 
John Kinnerlley of Badger Eſq; 2 Books. 


Mr. Thomas Kent of Middle-Wych, 3 


Books, | 
Rev. Mr. Knight of Bewdley. 
Mr. William Kempton of Birmingham, 


Rev. Mr. Kaye of Penn. 


Mr. Kings of Worceſter. 


Rev. Mr. King of Stanford. 
Mir. Anthony Kennerley of Ricton, 

Mr. Henry Karver of Ludlow. 
Mr. Jon Karver of Worceſter, 


. R. ginald Lygon Eſq; | 
Richard Lyſter of Shrewſbury Eſq; 


3 Books. 
John Lloyd of che ſame Place Eſq; 
Lancelot Lee of Colton Eſq; 2 Books. 


Humphry Lowe of Bromſgrove Eſq; 


2 Books. 
Rev. Mr. Le Hunte of Kidderminſter, 


3 Books. 


Mr. William Lucas. 
Mrs. Lugg of the Lickey. 
Rev. Mr. Legh of the Legh-Houſe, 3 


Books. 
Rev. Mr. Lea of Hales-Owen. 


Mr. Francis Lea of Aſtley. 
Rev. Mr. Leatham of Seb 


Mr. Richard Lloyd of the ſame. 


Rev. Mr. Littleton of Bridgnorth, two 


Books. 
Rev. Mr. John Lloyd of Shrewſbury. 
Mr. Edward Lloyd of the ſame, 2 Books, 


Mr. Thomas Loxdale of the * | 


Mr. John Langley of the ſame. 

Mr. William Lewis of Chriſt-Church. 

Mr. Samuel Langley of Fembroke-Cot- 
liege 

Mr. This d of Lincoln' - Tan. 

Mr. Lictleford of Boſwell-Court. 


— 
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M. 


F Meyſey of Shakenhurſt Eſq; 


2 Books. 

Dr. Mackenzie of Worceſter, 2 Books. 
Dr. Manerton of Chriſt-Church, 
Books, 
William Mead Eſq; of the ſame. 
John Mann Eſq; of Devereux-Court, 

London. 
Mr. James Moſeley of Wadham- College. 
M:. Samuel Male of Worceſter-College. 


Rev. Mr. Meyſcy of the Rock, 2 Books. 


Rev. Mr, Meyſey, Fellow of Wadham- 
College, 

Mr. Edward Milward , Fellow of the 
ſame, 3 Books, 

Mr. Thomas Manning of Bewdley, three 
Books. | 

Mr. Thomas Malpas of the ſame. 

Mr. Thomas Meyſey of Ticknall. _ 

Mr. Jeffrey Moulding of the ſame, two 
Bocks. 

Mr. Thomas Mence of Worceſter. 

Mr. Mugg Mence of the ſame. 

Rev. Mr. Mansfield of Wolverhampton. 

Rev. Mr. Manw aring of Birmingham. 

Mr. Richard Minors of the ſame. 

Rev. Mr. Meredith of Lowton. 


Rev. Mr. Martin of Kidderminſter, two 


Books. 
Mr. Thomas Milward of Stourbridge. 
Mr. John Meredith of Shrewſbury, 
Mr. William Mytton of the ſame. 
Mr. Thomas Maſon of the ſame. 
Mr. John Moulding of Witchinford. 
_ Miſs Moulding. 
Mr. Edward Moulding of Worceſter- 
College. 
Rev. Mr. Milechampe of Abdon. 
Mr. Michael Moſeley of Bridgnorth. 
John Mann Eſq; | 


N. 
85 M Rs. Naſh of Worceſter. 


Mr. William Newcombe of Wol- 


| verhampton. 

Mr. Thomas Nanfan of Worceftet 
Mr. Samuel Naſh of Birmingham.“ 
Mr. James Naſh of Bewdley. 

Mr. William Nichols of Chelmarſh. 


O. 
R. Auſtin Oldham of Worceſter. 


0 


four 


Mr. 
Rev. Mr. Rocke of Bockleton. 


Mr. Owen of the Tem} 1. 6 Books, 
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Ohn Powis of Shrewſbury E1q; 
Miſs Pope of Kinlet. 
Mr. Roger Pope of Bridgnorth. 


Mr. Richard Pyle of Hereford. 


Rev. Mr. Pain of Lamſett. 

Rev. Mr. Pritchett of Worceſter, 

Rev. Mr. Perry of Stourbridge. 

Rev. Mr. Penny of Cleobury, 2 Books. 
Mr. Nach. Pycke of Mitcheldean. 

Rev. Mr. Peete. 

Mr. Richard Povey of Wolverhampton. 
Mr. William Pool of Worceſter. 

Mr. James Pardoe of the ſame. 

Mr. John Patten of Bewdley. 

Mr. Arthur Piercy of Bridgnorth. 

Mr. George Pardoe of Cleeton. 

Rev. Mr. Pryce of Bridgnorth. 


Mr. William Pritchard of Shrewſbury. 


Rev. Mr. Parry of the ſame. 

Mr. William Powell of the ſame. 
Mr. Henry Parry of Poole. 

Mr. Thomas Prattington of Bewdley. 
Mr. Perrins of Temple-bar. 


Mr. Piercy of the fame. 


Mr. Iſaac Pritchard of Shrewsbury. 
1 


Frag Rocke jun. of Whitton Een 


Books. 


Riley Riſley Eſq; of the Temple. 


Rev. Mr. Rütter of Chelmarſh. 
Mr. John Ravenſhaw of Bridgnorth, 


Rev. Mr. Read of Tenbury, 3 Books. 
Mr. Thomas Rocke of Wadham- College, 


Oxford. 
Mr. Joſeph Read of Kidderminſter. 


Mr. Sainte] Rocke of Brewood. 
Rev. Mr. Roden of Bridgnorth. 


Rev. Mr. Reynolds of the ſame. 
John Ryder of the ſame. 


Mr. 1 homas Rigg of Eflex-Street, 
1 8 


IR Philip Sydenham Bart. 
Dr. Sedwick of Penn, 2 Books. 


Rev. Mr. Sandby, Canon of Worceſter, 
John Soley of Sanbourne Efſq; 


John Sanders of Eſſex-Court Eſq; 
Rev. Mr. Smalldrige of Worceſter, 
Mrs. Smalldrige of the ſame. 

Rev. Mr. Stillinofleer of the ſame.!” 


Mr. George Sandby, Fellow of Merton- 


College, 
Rev, 
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Rev. Mr. Swinton, Fellow of Wadham- 
College. 

Rev. Mr. Stone, Fellow of the ſame. 

Mr. Saunders, Fellow of Merton, 

Rev. Mr. Spilſbury of Wadham-College. 

Rev. Mr. Seward of Burton. 

Rev. Mr. Stackhouſe of Bridgnorth, 

Rev. Mr. Stanley of Withington. 

Mr. Andrew Swift of Shrewſbury, 

Rev. Mr. Sandys of Worceſter. 

Rev. Mr. Smyth of the ſame. 

Mr. Joſeph Severn of the ſame. 

Mr. Joleph Smyth of the ſame, 

Mr, William Sermon of the ſame. 

Mr. John Sparry of the ſame. 

Mr. William Stephens of the ſame. 

Mr. John Snow of Wolverhampton. 

Mr. Walter Steene of the fame. 

Rev. Mr. Severn of Aberley, 

Mr. John Smyth of Stoke. 

Mr. Chriſtopher Stidman of Birmingham, 

Mr. James Shaw of the ſame. 

Mr. Daniel Shaw of the ſame. 


Rev. Mr. Skeeler of Oriel-College. 


Mr. Thomas Sprott of Brewood, 
Mr. Henry Snow of the ſame. 
Mr. Edward Smallman of Bridgnorth, 
Mr. Brown Shelton of Eaſtham. 


Mr. Jeremiah Shelton of the ſame. 


Mr. Sanford, Cow - Croſs, Welt Smirh- 
field, 2 Books, 


Mr. William Silk at the Swan with two 


Necks in Lad-Lane. 
Rev. Mr. William Smith. 


T. 


25 Toye of Prinknaſh Eiq; two 
Books. 
Rev. Mr. Tricker of Wadham-College, 
Mr. Robert Talbot of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Tench of Church-Stretton, 
Mr. Francis Turner of Shrewſbury, 
Mr. Richard Thornes of the ſame. 
Miſs Jenny Taylor of Wellen. 

Rev. Mr. Taylor of Salop. 
Rev. Mr. Toye of Elmly, 3 Books. 
Mr. William Toldervy of Cleobury. 
Mr. Jonathan Taylor of Birmingham. 
Mr. Walter Tippin of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Taylor of Worceſter. 

Mr. Richard Taylor of the ſame. 
Mr. Philip Tomlins of the ſame. 
Mr. John Thornloe of the fame. 
Mr. John Temple of Bewdley. 
Mr. Thomas Tanner of Hartlebury, 


Mr. Patrick Tonyn of Brewood. 

Mr. Benjamin Taylor of the ſame. 

Mr. William Thomas of Clement's-Inn, 

Mr. John Talbor of Shrewſbury, 

Mr. Edward Twiſt of che iame. 

Mr. Tyrrell of Windſor 2 Books, 

Mr. Tindale of King-ſtreet, near the 
Cloyſters. 

Mr. Benjamin Thomas, Lord- Mayor 8 
Court, London. 

Rev. Mr. Taylor of Muchwenlock, 


V. 


TR. Richard Vincent of Wadham- 
College. 

1. Mr. Viſe of Birmingham. 

Mr. Richard Vernon of Bewdley. 


Rev. Mr. Vernon, Chaplain to the Lord 


Biſhop of Worceſter. 


Mr. Edward Vernon of Brewood, 


W. 


Umphry Walcot of Bitterley Eſq; 
George Wyndham, F ellow of Wad- 
ham-College Eſq; 
George Welde of Whilly Eſq; 3 Books, 


Penry Williams of Court-lull Eiq; thre 


Books. 
Mr. John Willes of Worceſter-College, 
Mr. Edward Willes of the fame. _ 
Dr. Walker of Chancery-Lane, London, 
Robert Webb of Paper-Buildings E1q; 


Francis Walker of Ferny-Hall 1:{q; 


Dr. Wilkes of Wilnaſh 2 Books. 
Mr. Richard Wilkes of the ſame. 
Dr. Wall of Worceſter. 


Mr. William Winſmore of the fame, wo 


Books. 


Mr. Alderman Winſmore of the ſame, 


Mr. Thomas Wood of the ſame. 
Mr. Edward Wheeler of the ſame, 


Mr. John Welt of the ſame. 
Rev. Mr. Willmot of Bromigrove. 


Rey. Mr, Weaver of Kidderminſter, 


Mr. John Winwood of the ſame, three. 


Books. 
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7 he Heavens declare the Glory of God, _ the 
Firmament ſheweth his Handy-work. 
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and Light 
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A Curſory VIEW 


OF THE 


CR EAT ION. 


Ow C. 


PART 1 


HEN with attentive Thought and cu- 
_ rious Eye 


The various Works of Nature we ſur- 
vey, 


Which deck the Heav'ns, and fill the airy Space, 


Which cloath the Earth, and paint her blooming 
Face, 


Which on her Surface range, or lowly creep, 
Which wing the Sky, or glide within the Deep, 
Kinds without Number, form'd with vaſt Deſign, 
Which never from their ſtated Ends decline, 
Of 
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Of wondrous Structure all, and big with Art, 
Both in the Whole, and evry ſep rate Part, 
Made to ſupply our Wants, our Cares allay, 
To pleaſe our Senſes, and the Mind employ, 
What cogent Reaſons move us to adore 
The Goodneſs of the great creative Pow'r ? 


Goodneſs immenſe, with deepeſt Wiſdom join'd, 


The brighteſt Glories of th' eternal Mind ! 


In all his Works ſo viſibly diſplay d, 


So ſtrongly ſtamp d on evry Thing that's made. 


Urg'd by theſe Motives, 1 unmeet eſſay 


To ling thy Praiſe, O God! ] accept I pray 
This humble Tribute, and a Heart approve 
Warm d with the Senſe of thy tranſcendent Love. 


From Thee our Being we at firſt receive, 


By Thee alone ſuſtain d we move, and live, 


In Station higheſt, which to Thee we owe, 


Ot all the numerous living Kinds below, 


With reas'ning and reflexive POW rs endu'd 


_To chule our preſent, and our future Good, 
To trace thy Wiſdom, and thy Art admire, 
To praiſe thy Goodneſs, and to Heav'n aſpire, 
== To 
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A Curſory View of the Cxt atioN. 
To Thee the Source of perfect Bliſs and Joy, 


Pleaſures which never ceaſe, which never cloy! 
Whole own bright Image in our Frame we bear, 


Thy favrite Creatures, and peculiar Care ; 


Whom all the products of thy bounteous Hand 
Aſſiſt, and ſerve by thy expreſs Command. 


For us the glorious Sun with genial Ray 


Diffuling Warmth and Luſtre, rules the Day, 
Meaſures out Time, and as he rolls on high, 
With varying Scenes of Beauty gilds the Sky , 
With diff rent Seaſons regulates the Years, 
Quickens the Earth, and ev'ry Creature chears, 
Of Light and Life an unexhauſted Store! 
Form'd by thy Word, and guided by thy Pow'r. 
Or if his Station fix'd, and {till the ſame, 
He ſhines the Centre of this lower Frame, 


Turns and directs by his attractive Force 


The Earth and Planets i in their circling Courſe; 


Diſtributing to each revolving Sphere 
Such Heat and Light as form the vary d Year, 


What, but thy Wiſdom, could that Place aſſign? 


Or PowT, the flaming Globe to that confine ? 


D —.— What 
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What leſs than both impoſe that Force, that reins 
Tneſe rolling Bodies thro' th' ætherial Plains, 
Mark out the diff rent Circles which they run, 
Ihe Space they meaſure, and the Points they ſhun? 


At greater diſtance in th' unbounded Waſte 
_ Had this refulgent Orb of Light been plac'd, 
Wich Chains of Ice and Froſt perpetual bound 
Ujelels the Earth had roll'd an ampler Round; 
No liquid Streams had wore their winding way 
In fatt'ning Rills and Rivers to the Sea: 
No juicy Herb, Shrub, Plant, or flow ry F 00d, 
Had ſpringing role, and pierc'd the rigid Clod: 


Nor tow'ring Groves had crown d the Mountain 8 


Top. 
Nor in the Vale had glow d the yellow Crop: 
Barren, deſorm d, with griſly Horror fill d, 


Nor Man nor Beaſt had trod the pathleſs Wild: 


Not Fowl, Fiſh, Inſect. all the Space around 


One Place, one Spot for Life s Support had found, 


In ſtraiter Bounds, leſs diſtant from the Sun, 1 
Had the terreſtrial Globe its Circuit run, 


Still 


To diſappear, or Mect our waking Dy. 
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Still worſe had been th' Effects of this Extreme 
Than the Detect of his refreſhing Beam. 
What Creature could have born his pow'rful Ray, 
The dazzling Glow of one unclouded Day * 
What Growth, with vegetable Lite endu'd, 
In verdant Bloom the burning Gleam withſtood ? 


Exhal'd in fervid Steams the liquid Stores, 

That pour from Springs, or drive along the Shores, 
Had leſt the Earth of all its Moiſture qrain d. 
Reduc d to Aſhes, or a barren Sand. 


In this Poſition then, this ſettled Mean, 
Twixt ſuch Extremes, how clear, OGod! are ſeen, 


When ſuch delightful Subjects we purſue, 

Thy wondrous Wiſdom, and thy Goodneſs too 
O may the Senſe of both our Hearts inflame 

| To ing thy Praiſes, and extoll thy Name! 


For us the Moon i In various Forms diſplays, 


From various Heights above, her ſilver Rays, 
Changing, yet conſtant, and a uſeful Guide 
To mete the flecting Hours, and Time divide. 


True to her Points aſſign d to fall or riſe, 


Wich 
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With cautious Speed ſhe whirls her monthly 
Rounds, 


Cuts the known Paths, and keeps her deſtin d 
Bounds; 


Never as yet in all her winding way 

Has ſhe been known to linger or to ſtray: 

Obſervant of the Moment and the Place, 

Expected ſhe aſcends with varying Face, 

Now full, now leſſen d, as her preſent Site 

Reſpects the Earth, and meets the ſolar Light, 
Which ſunk to us beneath the ſwelling Main, 
With Care ſhe catches, and tranſmits again : 
Thus tho ſhe boaſts no Splendors of her own, 
We by her Aid enjoy the abſent Sun ; 

For this kind Purpoſe, and to ſerve this End, 
Do all her ſtated rolling Journies tend. 


| 
. 
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If now in ample Arch ſublime ſhe rides, 
Now ſcarce above th' Orizon lowly glides, 
Now in the Mean of both deſcribes her Ring, 


When chills the Autumn, and when buds the 
: Spring, 


Deſcending, riſing, and in ev ry Height 

She keeps in view for us the Source of Light: 
Iho pale and cool her borrow'd Beams deſcend, 
| How do they chear the Ni eln, and Man befriend! 


= Whether 
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Whether in copious Streams directly thrown, 
Or in leſs plenty ſhot obliquely down, 


Still welcome, grateful, pleaſing ſhe appears, 


Whatever Arch ſhe forms, or Face the wears, 


From whenceloeer, from glitt ning Lands or Seas, by 


The watchſul Eye her curving Road ſurveys, 


With Joy we view, and bail her friendly Ray, 


Nor long impatient for the Dawn of Day. 
Yet not to pleaſe our Sight alone deſigu d, 


How does ſhe ſtir the active, ſoaring Mind, 


To trace, in thele her curious uſeſul Rings, 


The Cauſe from whence her Uſe and Motion 


ſprings! 


Soon learn'd when ſought! ths Hand, 0 God! chy 


Skill, 


Thy ruling Care, thy all-ordaining Will! 
From whence, but Thee, moſt gracious, good, . 


and wile! 


Could all this Order, Art, and Beauty riſe? 
From whence her Influence? which more Or leſs 


At certain Periods all Things here conſels: 
In Tides the Ocean, and in Show'rs the Air, 


In Plants the Earth her Energy declare; 


Her Energy and Force deriv'd from Thee 


Parent of all the Good we taſte or ſee! 


8 — 
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Thyſelf inviſible! yet &nown, felt, found, 
In evry thing in Earth and Heavn around. 


For us the Stars with glitt'ring Luſtre glow, 
And dart their pure and ſubtile Beams below, 
From ev'ry Region of the azure Skies 
They meet our gazing and aſtonith'd Eyes; 
Like Diamonds poliſh'd by the Artiſt's Care, 
How bright they ſparkle thro the liquid Air! 
Not thicker ſer, nor yet with equal Rays, 
The Gems that deck the Crowns of Princes blaze. 
Delightful Ornaments ! whoſe Piercing Light 
Subdues the gloomy Horror of the Night, 7 
Reminds us of thy Providence from high, 

At all times watchful, and at all times nigh, 

No leſs preſiding i in the midnight Hour, 

Than when the Sun diſplays his radiant Pow' r. 
From Heights how vaſt their nimble Rays deſcend 
Beyond what Thought can mete or comprehend, 


Heights above Heights! till now the ſcatter 
Light 


Too feeble grows to ſtrike the naked Sight, 
To print the Form of ev'ry twinkling Sphere, 
Loſt in the long amazing Paſſage here. 


Who 
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Who yet has juſtly number'd thoſe on high, 
Whoſe flaming Splendors reach th unaided Eye ? 
Or meaſur d the Extent thro which their Beams 
Deſcend in vigrous and unbroken Streams? 

If then the Number and the Height of theſe 
Our Admiration raiſe; to what Degrees 
Vet higher docs our growing Wonder rite? 
When a:ded and enlurgd our Sight deſeries 
Still greater Numbers, and ſtill higher placd 
In ampler Fields of Aither ; till at laſt 

The prying Inſtruments begin to fail, 
Nor further to extend our Sight prevail: 
Yet leave us to ſuppoſe, and juſtly too, 
4A thouſand thouſand more beyond our View. 


What grand Ideas . thy Powr and Art 
Does this illuſtrious Scene to Man impart ? 
What high and rational Delights diſpenſe? 
How far above the Joys of brutal Senſe? 
When rais d from meaner things the ſtudious Mind 
Expatiates oer theſe Wonders unconfin d, 
Surveys their Luſtre, Number, Order, Place, 


Ta Feet: immenſe ſpread thro the boundlets 
Space. — 


Or 
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Or if for others chiefly made they thine, 
For Creatures ſuch as Man, or more divine, 
Plac'd by thy Hands on higher Orbs above, 
Which nearer catch their Li ght, and round them 
move : 
Numberleſs Worlds, that roll in trackleſs Space, 


To each by Thee aſſign d their annual Race: 
Such vaſt diffulive Goodneſs, heav'nly King! 
Who can contemplate, and forbear to ling? 
Amazing Scene! each ſparkling Star a Sun, 

Li ghtin g, and chcaring Worlds form'd like our ow, 
Stock'd with Inhabitants of various Kind, 

From the ſlow Reptile to the reas ning Mind? 
If it be ſo, and may we not conclude 

It 1o, Creator infinitely good! 

What glorious Proofs haſt Thou diſplay d above 
Of an unbounded Wiſdom, Powr, and Love, 
Which nothing can ſatigue. which act unſpent, 
And 1 perad thy Miracles through all Extent? 


Since Time began, ſince the firſt wondrous Ray 
Shot ſtreaming from the {ſplendid Lamp of Day, 
Since 
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Since the firſt Night through glimmring Shades 
of Blue 
Diſclos d around the infant Stars to View, 
Its Courſe appointed, and adjuſted Pace, 
Its proper Diſtance, and peculiar Place, 
Each ſhining Orb chroughout the ſpangled Frame 
Hath held unerring, conſtant, and the ſame : 
No Planet that adorns the ſpacious Void 
Hath ever {rom his winding Orbit ſtray d, 
Nor from his central Point at firſt allign'd 
Hath one of all the Iparkling Suns declin'd : 
Moving or fix d, they feel thy pow'rful Sway, 
True to their Office, and thy Will obey; 
Thy Will their Law! But how that Will impreſt 
8 Determines thoſe to move, or theſe to reſt, 
Or what wile Methods j join d with Pow'r produce 
All this their Order, Conſtancy, and Ule, 
Exceeds the tow'ring Reach of human Mind, 


And baffles all its bold Attempts 8 find. 


The more on theſe thy Works our Thoughts 
we 1pend, 


To ſearch their Motions, Magnitude, and End, 
Still greater Wonders in our Scarch ariſe, 


Renew our Pains, and heighten Our Surprize „ 
F Effects 
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Effects more numerous of thy Art and Pow'r, 1 
More grand, more curious than we knew before; 
Till quite oppreſsd, from ſearching we retire 
Io praiſe thy Works, and proſtrate to admire ; 
To celebrate thy Name, whoſe powerful Word 

_ Wrought theſe ſtupendous Miracles, O Lord! 
Whoſe Care preſerves them in their preſent State, 
As at the firſt, ſtill perfect and compleat. 
For tho unable clearly to unfold 
Each diſtant dazzling Wonder we behold, 
We comprehend enough for Man to know 

In this imperfect mortal State below: 
More than enough, to be convincd that none 
But Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Pow'r immenſe alone, 
Could ſpread this bright celeſtial Arch around, 
And give each ſplendent Globe its circling Bound. 


What Influence from Diſtances ſo vaſt 

To us on Earth theſe heav'nly Orbs may caſt, 
How they affect the Body and the Mind, 
Single, or in peculiar Aſpects join d, 55 
With too inquiſitive and ſtudious Pain 
Aſpiring Men have ſearch'd, but ſearch'd in vain; 


f 6. | 
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Hid from our Knowledge, O! let us forbear 


To make theſe Things the Subject of our Care; 
And know whate'cr Effects proceed from hence, 


They act ſubſervient to thy Providence: 
Are lecret Means in thy almighty Hands, 
Employ d to execute thy juſt Commands. 


Our Truſt repos'd in Zhee, vain are our Fears 
From any Site, or Aſpect of the Stars : 


All by thy Order ſhall propitious ſhine, 


And for our Weal with friendly Influence join. 


Eclips d the Regents of the Day and Night, 


Whether in part or whole veil'd from our Sight, 


Emerging from the gloomy Shade, ſhall riſe 
More bright, more proſp'rous to our gazing Eyes. 


Harmleſs the blazing Comet ſhall appear, 
And point his awful Glories from afar: 


Harmleſs within our lower Syſtem roll, 
Nor break the beauteous Order of the whole: s 
No dire Events of future Ills prelage, : 


Of Famine, Peſtilence, or hoſtile Rage: 


Auſpicious to the World his Beams ſhall flow, _ 
And Plenty, Health and Peace ſhall reign below. 


Good 
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| Good in ſemſelvet, and for our Good delign'd 
i Are all thy Works, O God, of ev'ry Kind: 
The Ills we ſuffer, and ſo much bemoan, 

F Not from % Will proceed, but from our own; 
B W hilſt lawleſs Appetites our Reaſon ſway, 
2 And we thy Word and Counſel diſobey; 

Whilſt in our Ways perverle we headlong run, 
And court the Dangers we are taught to ſhun: 
By our ounſeloes betray'd, to hide our Shame, 

On Heav'n and Fate too oft we caſt the Blame, 
Arraign the taultleſs Stars and natal Hour, 

And boldly charge them with malignant Pow'r. r; 
When free to chuſe and act without Controul, 
By Reaſon's Light, and a diviner Rule, 

We might, depending on thy gracious Aid, 
Thoſe much lamented Ills with eaſe avoid, 


And fix our Happineſs on Grounds ſecure, 
Not to be diſcompos'd by any Pow'r. 


A | 
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He bringeth forth the Clouds from the Ends of the 
World; and ſendeth forth Liehtumings with the 


Rain, bringing the Winds out of his Treaſures, 


PSA EM Aen. 8. 
Hire and Hail, Snow and Vapor, Wind and 
Form, fulfilling his Word. 
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PART M 


_ II y lower Wonders next, 0 G O D, 
Excite 


Our grateſul praiſes, and the Muſe 
invite; 


1 A => Task ſhe readily purſues, 


And joys the more, the more thy Works hs 
views; DE 3 


Thy Wiſdom and thy Love her Songs int Pire, 


And Sweetneſs lend her willing Voice and Lyre. 


What but thy Hand diffus the yielding Air 
Of ſuch adjuſted Fineneſs round our Sphere? 
Whoſe 


18 A Curſory View of the CREATION. 
Whole ſubtile Current evry Void explores, 

And winds its way thro' Nature's fecret Pores ; 
Fach animal and vegetable Tribe 

Its ſoft inſimuating Streams imbibe, 

Hence freſh Supplies of Nouriſhment receive, 
Hence Lite and Motion, Bloom and Health derive. 


Surrounded with a Fluid leſs refin'd, 
Of groſſer Texture, and of weightier Kind, 
Our Eyes had labour'd with a vain Eſſay 
Jo find the iplendtd Orb that guides the Day; 
Much leſs ſhould we deſcry thoſe milder Lights, 
Which in his Abſence beautify the Nights; 
Stopt by the ambient Veil, and backward thrown, 
Their glitt'ring Rays to us had never Mane. a 
Never awak'd the Mind with pious Joy 
To ſing their Author, and his Praiſe diſplay 
How darkſome, gloomy, comſortleſs, had been 
The Place of Man's Abode, this earthly Scene 7 
If yet (which from the Things we ſee and know, 
Is more than our Conception can allow) . 
That denſer Fluid had not quite ſuppreſt 
And quench the vivid Lamp in Man and Beaſt, 


Had 
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Had we in Air more light, and finer {pun 
Incircled wide enjoy d the blazing Sun, 
With Force too keen and quick his nimble Ray 
Uncheck d, had darted thro th unclouded Way. 
Scatter'd abroad a Radiance too bright, 

Too dazzling for the Strength of human Sight: 
Or would a Fluid ſo retin'd and dry, 

With proper Food the vital Pow'rs ſupply? 
Diſpe nſe that Soſtneſs which thoſe Parts demand 


Or Weight, by which their Motions are main- 
tain d? 


Panting, relax d, and languid we had 1 

Soon breath d our laſt, or breath d a while in Pain: 

As when reluctant drawn from their Abode, 

- Their native Haunts, beneath the cryſtal F lood, 
The fumy Kind, unable long to bear 

The Change, from watry Streams to ſubtile Air, 

Stretch'd on the ſultry Bank now gatping lie, 

Or faintly 1 On ging tow'rds the River, dic. 


What Art, what Wiſdom then, O G OD, bus 
thine, 


Between theſe wide Extremes, too groſs, too fine, 
H Temper'd 
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Temper'd and wrought to ſuch a juſt degree 
1 his quick'ning Fluid round the Earth and Sea? 


With gentle Preſſure ev'ry where it tends, 
Direct, oblique, and ſerves a thouſand Ends 
Beneficent and wiſe, of Thee ordain d: 

By his the feather d Race with Eaſe ſuſtain d 
In wanton Circuits flutt' ring round us play, 
Or forward point to ſeek or ſeize their Prey: 


Theſe lowly ſweep the Ground, thoſe ſoar on high 


With nervous Pinions, and invade the Sky : 

In vain we look to mark their higheſt Flight, 
: Loſt in the Clouds they mock our feeble Si ght. 
Some lonely i in the ſilent Wood Lands roam, 
Skim thro' the Foreſt, and delight in Gloom ; 
Others in ſocial Tribes and cloſe Array 
Steer their bold Courſe, and face the open Day; 
With Strokes of equal Time their plumy Oars 
Labour to reach a Port on foreign Shores : 


7 Nor vain th Attempt! the Sun not yet declin'd, | 


They leave whole Provinces and Seas behind. 


By 7his in trembling Waves convey'd from ſar 


Their ſoft melodious Accents ſtrike our Ear, 
The 


— 
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The floating Muſick Woods and Caves repeat, 


Liſt ning we ſtop, and all our Cares forget; 
Each Morn and Eve their Conſort they renew, 


I hole cloſe conceal'd, and theſe in open View; 
Thy skill that fram'd their Organs we admire, 
And join our Praiſes with the warbling Choir. 


Vain were the Muſcles of the Eagles Wings, 


With which he downward thoots, and upward 
{prings, 


Vain too were Philomela's quay ring Throat, 


With Art ſo exquiſite and curious wrought, 


Had not thy Wiſdom form'd and ſhed abroad 


Oer the Earth's Surface this acrial Flood ; 


The Muſe had wanted Voice, and Sound the Lyre, 


10 ſing what Joy and Gratitude inſpire, 


To {ing thy numerous Miracles of Love, 


1 * Handy-works below, and thoſe above. 


Out of this Fluid ſtreams the gentle Breeze 


That fans the Flowers, and waves the fragrant 


4 Lees, 


Bearing the * Odour on its Wings, 


Which from their Leaves, their Fruit and Bloſſom 
1prings, 
That 
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That chears each drooping Plant, and cools the 
Day, | 

Hot gleaming with the Sun's intenſer Ray ; ; 

Both Man and Beaſt the cordial Streams inhale, 

And bleſs the Influence of the riſing Gale. 


To hig the Origin of Winds we owe, 
Which round the Earth in ſtronger Currents flow, 
Moſt forward to fulfil thy juſt Command 
In dreadful Storms, and ſhake a guilty Land, 
Or overwhelm in the inverted Main 
Audacious Men, and their ſuperfluous Gain; 
Yet patient of thy Check they ſlack their Speed, 
i Now gently bend the Grove, and bruſh the Mead; 
With Care the humble Trader's Hopes convey 
From diſtant Shores along the placid Sea, 
Till ſaſe arriv'd in Port he vents his Joy, 
And Thee adores, whom Winds and Seas a a 
Not more obedient to th inſtructive Rein 
The generous Steed, or ſteps, or ſcours the Plain, 
Than at thy Nod Theſe in ſoſt Whiſpers creep, 
Or with impetuous Torrents laſh the Deep. 


By Theſe, malignant Exhalations bred 
From ſtagnate Waters, and the fenny Mead, 
moe ens > SY 
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Fly diſunited, broke, and chac'd away, 


pI 
kd 


Ot Pow'r deprivd to hurt, or to annoy ; 


Clean purg'd from them, the Seeds of morbid 
Woes, 


The clear and ſpringy Air ſalubrious flows, 

The ſweet Effects in cheartul Health we find, 

Vivid the Spirits, and ſerene the Mind; 

Wich Hearts more grateful, and a quicker Senſe, 
| We taſte each Tm which thy Hands diſpenſe. 


Waſted by 7, heſe, the Clouds with Vapours fed 
From the wide-ſpreading Ocean's watry Bed, 
T0 diſtant Lands from ev'ry Quarter fly, 
And form the lower Regions of the Sky; 
Now hi gh in Air up- born their Skirts they ſpread, ; 
N Some edg d with Silver, ſome ſuffus d with Red; 
Bedeckt with Gold, others more glowing ſhine ; - 
In theſe leſs glaring Blue and Purple join : 
Delightful Scene! ſtill varying as their Site 
And Form they change, and face the ſolar LI ght; 
Diſtinct, or finely mix'd, the ſparkling Rays 
Oer the wide Vault in all their Glory blaze, 
Smit with the beauteous Sight, we bleſs thee, ſole 
_ Great Architect, and Painter of the whole. — 
3 1 Now 
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Now gently ſinking down, with Cold compreſs d, 
Or with freſh Vapours riſing, ſtill increas d, 
The Air no longer able to ſuſtain 
Their Weight united, they diſſolve in Rain: 
No ſplendid Tints now gild the thicken'd Sky, 
No Orange, Crimſon, or the Purple Dye; 
Hid from our Sight their Luſtre diſappears, 
And one dark Face the whole Orizon wears; 


How greatly chang d from that, which javely 


ſhone 

With all the Glories of the radiant Sun! 

Vaſt Change! but O! how well doſt thou repay 
The Loſs of ſuch a glitt ring ſolar Day, 

In friendly Dews and Show'rs that ſeed the Earth, 


And ſtrengthen all her Pregnant Pow'rs for Birth, 


Recruiting her Decays and waſted Store, 
With large and frequent Bounties render d poor, 
Or of her rich nutritious Juices drain d 
By parching Beams; new Vigour now regain d, 
How freely ſhe diſtributes her Supplies 
To ev'ry Seed that in her Boſom lies, 


Io evry Blade, Shrub, Flow'r, and thirſty Plant, 


To each in meet Proportion to their Want, 


With 


„ 
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With Care maternal! hence gay Plenty reigns, 


Hence Verdure, Bloom and Beauty crowns the 
Plains: 


Surrounded with thy Bleſſings we rejoice, 


And ling thy Praiſes with united Voice. 


Thus the reſplendent Clouds which pleas d the 
Sight, 


Floating aloft, and ſtreak d with various ; Light, 


Deſcend for greater Good, and hovring low, 


Obicurd, drop Fatneſs, and thy Gitts beſtow. 
Their Stores now empty'd, and decreas'd their 


Wei ght, 


Upwards they tow'r, and gain their ſormer height, 
Or elſe not wholly ſpent, ere yet ariſe 


The driving Blaſts, and clear the gloomy Skies, 


-.Fhe piercing Sun breaks out, and in full Streams 


Againſt the Show'rs ſtill falling darts his Beams: ] 


What pleaſing Wonders here engage our Sight, 
Riſing ſrom theſe reſracted Rays of Light, 
The various Colours that diſtinctly glow, 
And form the Splendors of the heav'nly Bow ? 
In curious Order rang'd, circling they bend, 


| And Oer Hills, Towns and Plains their Arch cx 
N 


With 
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With awful Stride, compos'd of ev'ry Tint 
Which the bright Lamp of Glory can imprint, 
Each lively Colour with the next in place 

Seems to contend in beauteous Pomp and Grace, 
Yet ſo diſpos'd, that jointly they conſpire 

To raiſe each other's Luſtre ſtill the higher : 

In Admiration, mix'd with humble Praiſe, 

On this illuſtrious Curve intent we gaze; 

T hy Work, O gracious God' ſure Pledge and Sign 

To Man of Grace, and Clemency divine! 
Delightful Pledge! thy Mercy we adore, 

And dread deſtructive Deluges no more, 

Safe in thy Promiſe; tho' the Ocean ſwells, 
And riſes foaming from his deepeſt Cells, 

1n furious Billows rolling Mountain-high, 

And mixing with the black tumultuous Sky, 
Dire Inundation threat ning far and wide, 

In thee ſuperior fearleſs we confide; 

Thy Bow regarding i in the watry Cloud, ; 
True to thy Word, thou check'ſt the riſing Flood, ; 
Each angry Pow'r feels, and obeys thy Will, 

Forgets to rage, and grows ſerene and ſtill; 


Soft 8 the Winds that urg d the ſpouting 
Lain 


And 701/24 110 Fury of th encroaching Main; 
= Down 
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Down ſink the Billows to their ſtated Place, 
Loſt in the Ocean's calm unruffled Face; 


No longer frowns the dark contracted Air, 


Loaded with Vapours and tempeſtuous War ; * 
Diſpers d the gloomy Scene, with brighter Ray 


The joyous Lamp of Light reſtores the Day; 
All Nature ſmiles, Earth, Sea, and Heavin above, 
And ſmiling ſpeaks thy wondrous Truth and Love. 


If Cold prevails of more intenſe degree, 
Which piercing Blaſts from northern Climes con 
5 


Another Face and Scene of Things ariſe, 


Still curious, and attract our wond'ring Eyes: 


The Vapours that in Dews diſſolxd before, 
Or ſhed in glittring Pearls the ſatt ning Show, 


| Entangled now with icy Stores, deſcend 


In other Forms, and (ſerve another End: 


Sometimes in ſoſt expanded Flakes of Snow, 
Of meet adjuſted Weight, to link below; 


Like the curl'd Locks from tender Lambkins 
ſhorn, 5 


Whiter than Lilies, which the Vale adorn, 

Slanting they fall in gath'ring Crowds around, 

Andwith increaling Heaps oerſpread the Ground. 
K 


Secure 
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Secure bcneath this ſilver Mantle lies 


Shelter'd from nipping Winds and freezing Skies, 


The new- ſprung Herb and Blade, the Plower's 
Hope, 


Thy Gift, and Promiſe of a öden Crop; 

Safe ſhelter d, till ſucceeds a milder Air, . 
Such as each tender Growth hath Strength to bear, 
Till ſoothing Gales from warmer Regions ſpring, 
Unlock the Earth, and melting Showers bring; 
Diflolv'd by theſe, in liquid Currents flow _ 
The milky Loads on Hills, and Vales below ; 

Part by the Earth imbib'd 1 1mproves the Soil, 
Invig' rates Nature, and aſſiſts our Toil ; z 

The reſt the Rivers and the Fountains [well, 
Winding their way thro ev'ry latent Cell: 

In ſmaller Rills at firſt they gently glide, 

Now ruſh in Torrents from the Mountain's ſide, 


Enrich'd with Spoils from thence bore down with 


Force 
Onward they roll, increaſing in their Courſe; 
The Low-land Meads extended far and broad 
Receive o'erwhelm' d the Riches of the Flood, 
Mead aſter Mead down to the diſtant Main, 


Ihro Realms where rarely falls the fruitſul Rain, 


That 
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That Want compenſated with richer Stores 
J han what deſcend direct in plenteous Show'rs : 
Thus water d, how profuſe each Stem, Herb, Root, 
Plant, Tree, within the winding Valley ſhoot ! 


Diſtinguiſh'd Plenty marks the mellow'd Grounds, 


And its Attendant Joy throughout abounds, 


In Hymns of Praiſe, thee Source of all their Good, 
Each grateful Heart elate proclaims abroad. 


At other times, of varied Shape and Size 


The rattling Hail darts from the clouded Skies, 


Once liquid Drops, ere yet transſix d with Cold, 


That ties the F luid with pervading Hold, 
| Now Stones of Subſtance firm, pointed or round, 
How thick they fall, and hide the batter d Ground! 
Though under Covert, and in cloſe Retreat, 
Startled we hear the noiſy T empeſt beat; 
5 Known Inſtrument of Juſtice in thy Hand 
"Ta puniſh Vice, and waſte a Rebel Land; 
To check the pride of thoſe chat dare deny 


Thy Godhead, and thy Pow'r ſupreme dey. 


This Egypt felt when haughty Pharaoh reign'd, 
And thee Jehovah, and chy Word diſdain'd 
Hurld 
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Hurl'd down with Fury and vindictive Wrath, 


Each pond'rous icy Bolt was ſpeedy Death ; 
Men, Beaſts, and Fowls, without diſtinction ſlain, 
Promiſcuous fell, and ſtrew'd the open Plain. 


Taught by thy Judgments thus, O! may We fear 


Thy awful Pow'r, and Majeſty revere! 
To Fear Obedience join, and make thy Will 
Our Rule of Liſe, our Pleaſure to fulfill! 


Sure Method to avert thy dreadſul Irs; 


And gain thoſe Bleſſings which our Souls deſire; 


Life, Safety, Peace, Delight and Happineſs, 


Thy F. avour follow, and thy Fav rites bleſs; 
To other Lands ſhall fly cach dreaded Ill, 


There Earthquakes ſwallow, Plague and Famine 
„ 


There dire Egyptian Hail, or ſuch as {mote 


In Canaan's Plain the Hoſt which lſrael fought, 
That numerous Hoſt by five proud Monarchs led, 

5 To picces dafh'd, as irom the Sword they fled 
Far leſs deſtructive: harmleſs here and {mall 


The hoary Pebbles from the Clouds ſhall fall, 


Rebounding lightly, as in wanton Play, 


On the Earth's Surface, and diſſolvd away, 
In creeping Streams ſhall ſeed the craving Ground, 


Renew its Strength, and make its Fruits abound. 
AS 
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As yet remains of all thy Works that fill 
The airy Regions, and obey thy Will, 


 Tho' great and wondrous all, celeſtial King! 


Far the moſt awful and auguſt to ling. 


When Clouds with Clouds oppr eſs d, up ais d on 


high, 
Diſcharge thy Thimdes thro the gloomy Sky: 


When Lightning flaſhes with a ſudden Blaze, 


And round us ſhoots its keen and ſubtile Rays: 
Unmov'd who hears the Crack, or ſees the Flame? 


Who not regards thy Pow'r? not tears thy Name: : 


Such Majeſty i in both diſplay d abroad 


Imprints, how deep! the Awe of thee, O Gov! 


The proudeſt Tyrant trembles at th Alarm, 
And owns the Signal of thy out-ftretch d Arm : 
More humbled than the Slaves that watt his Calls, 


Submiſs to thee he bends, he proſtrate falls: 
Doubts if the pointed Fire, that rends the Skics, 
.At- his devoted Head directed flies: 

Awaits th Event aghaſt, hence learns to Pray, 


And thee, the King of Kings, due Bd pay. 


— Each 


—— 3 
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Awak'd his Conſcience, with redoubled Force 


Each guilty Wretch, of ev'ry Rank and Kind, 
Feels the lame Terror and Diſtreſs of Mind; 
Thy piercing Wonders reach his inmoſt Soul, 
And raiſe a Dread which nothing can controul; 


Exerts her Pow'r, and ſtings him with Remorte : 
Expands the Volume that recor ds his Crimes, 


Their Nature, Manner, Guilt their Place, their 
Times: 


Urges cach penn Circumſtance ſevere, 


And bids him for the flaming Stroke prepare. 
Virtue itſelf in ſuch a dreadſul Hour 
Turns pale a while, ſcarce deems herſelf ſecure: 


Scarce truſts her Worth, her Innocence, thy Care, 


Smit on a ſudden, and ſurpriz d with Fear; 


Till Time and Recollection lend their Aid, 


__ Recall her Courage, and her Fears upbraid ; 
With humble Confidence ſhe then relies 
On thee great Ruler of the angry Skies, 
Whoſe are the Thunder and the piercing Ray, 


Whoſe Will they execute, whole Word obey. 


Whilſt others ſhook with abject, ſervile Dread, 
Hear the loud Tumult burſting o'er their Head, 


I With 


| 
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With Horror fancy the etherial Dart 
Unerring aim'd to pierce their trembling Heart; 
Compos'd the views the diſmal Scene above, 


Safe in thy Kindneſs and paternal Love; 


With filial Boldneſs thy Regard implores, 


Truſts in thy Goodneſs, and thy Pow'r adores. 


So when the Top of ſacred $1297 flam'd, 


And I rumps of Angels thy Deſcent proclaim'd, 


Shock d at the firſt, amidſt the general Dread 


Thro all th affrighted Hoſt of Iſrdel ipread, 


The Heart of Moſes letz'd with Trembling 1 lail'd, 
Till oer his Fears his Truſt in thee prevail'd; 
By This ſuſtain d, thy Summons he obey'd, 
No longer at the Sight or Sound diſmay'd, 
Up to the blazing Summit climb'd his way, 
And facd the Terrors of that awſul Day. 


Who ſees not in thele Wonders deep Delign ? 
Not traces Wiſdom join'd with POW divine? 

Thus vain, aſpiring, heady Mortals aw'd, 

Are taught to fear, and bow to thee their Gop : 

Dread the proud Thought of piling up on high 

Mountains on Mountains to th' oppoſing Sky: 

| Fecl 
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: Feel their own Weakneſs, and with ſuppliant Knee 


Thy Favour court, and learn to truſt on thee. 


Two Maſter- Paſſions in our Boſoms beat, 
Quick their Emotion, and their Impulſe great; 
That Love, this Fear, cozval with our Make, 
Which diff rent Objects more or leſs awake; 

By thee implanted both, how wiſe, how good 
The Ends they ſerve, when rightly underſtood! 
By This alarmd, when Danger preſſes near, 

We fly, or guarded, for th' Attack prepare, 
Conſult our Safety in the wiſeſt Ways, 
Preſerve our Being, and prolong our Days. 

By That excited we each Good embrace, 

And thee, the Source of all that's good, we trace; 
Hence ſ prings Delight, and Joys of ev'ry Kind, 


That warm the Breaſt, and elevate the Mind: 


With theſe two ruling paſſions in our Frame, 
This given to check, and that the Heart inflome. 
How fitly ſuit theſe wondrous Works of thine ! 
How juſtly correſpond with their Deſign! 

In all th ætherial Tracts, which circling wide 
Embrace and bound the Earth on ev ry ode. 
What 
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What ſee we but Effects, that loud proclaim 

Art, Wiſdom, Goodnels, Grandeur, Pow'r ſupreme? 
How does the Beauty and the Uſe of theſe 

Our Eyes and Thoughts attract, affect and pleaſe ! 


From them our Eyes, our Thoughts, and Love we 
raiſe 


To thee their mY and their Author praile ; 
How amiable! how worthy to be lung! 


From whom theſe beauteous Works of Wonder 
ſprung. 


What Majeſty and Awe do thoſe diſplay! 

Arms of thy Juſtice and almighty Sway! 
Brandiſh d on high, impatient to deſcend 

Io execute thy Will, and ſerve their End; 
How dreadful | yet how proper to reſtrain 

Each guilty Purpoſe and Artempt in Man, 

Too apt to deviate wide, and quit his Sphere, 

Forget his Station, and new PBabels rear! 
Thus to our Good, as their ſole Aim and End, 

Do all thy Works, O God! conſpire and tend; 
Theſe which the Soul with Fear and Terror move, 
As well as Thoſe which raiſe Delight and Love. 
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PS ATM av. 24. 
0 Lo RD, how manifold are thy Works ! In Wiſdom 
haſt thou made them all; the Earth i Is 5 of By 
Kiches. 


PS ALM CxIviii. 9, 10. 


Praiſe the Lord upon Earth — Mountains and all 


Hills, fruitful Trees, and all Cedars, Beaſts and 
all Cattle, Worms, and feather d Fowls. 
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| = 8 OF THE 


| CREATION, &: 


N Fe ROM Tract s aerial and the varied Sky, 


F From wondrous Scenes ol Art dil- 
2 | JT: = play'd on high, 


9 : To view thy Works on Earth the 
Miuſe deſcends, 


| To fin their Uſes, and to trace their Ends. 
1 Thy Praiſe her Aim, O Gov! of that alone 
Studious ſhe ſings, regardleſs of her own ; 


| Content it haply ſhe may touch the Heart 
Of ſome, tho' ſew, with what her Lays impart, 
N Kindle 
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Kindle in them a Spark oi thoſe bright Flames 


Which warm her Breaſt when ſhe thy Praiſe pro- 
claims. 


Where-cer we caſt our Eyes, were: e er we tread, 
Marks of thy Skil and Goodneſs we may read, 
The fair Impreſſions evry Object bears, 

And Thee Creator ſolemnly declares; 

Not the minuteſt Worm, nor loweſt Plant, 
Thy meaneſt Works, ſuch Evidences want; 
En thei: e, when nicely viewed, our Wonder raiſe, 
And join their Fellow - Creatures in thy Praiſe: 
With ſundry Giſts and diff rent Strokes of Art 
Piſtinguiſh'd, ev ry Kind ſuſtains a Part 

In this great Chorus; Thee, their only Theme, 
They fu {i ng inceflant, and record thy Name. 


This pond're rous Earth ſelf from whoſe rich 
Womb 


Such onders 1 pring ot varied Lite and Bloom, 
Whether at reſt, or round its Axis hburl'd, 
Planet, or Centre of this lower World, 

By nought ſurrounded but the yielding Air, 

__ Whatistthat props or guides with ſo much Care? 


If 


4 
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If fixd and motionleſs, what but thy Hands 
On tuch Foundations fix'd it, where it ſtands? 
So poisd the Whole, tho fram'd of diffrent Parts, 
That from its State and Site it never ſtarts, 
Compacted, ſteddy, firm? Or if it run 


Revolvd an annual Circle round the Sun, 
Inſenſibly to us, with even Pace, 


Bearing us ſmoothly thro the op'ning Space: 
To what, O Goo! but thy almighty POW 'I 


Can we aſcribe its wide celc{tial Tour, 


The Force which drives and « checks it as ic c rotls, 


Which gives it Speed, and Which. char Speed con- 


trouls . 
With ſtraiten d Reins confines it to its Bounds, 
To run at equal Times its ſpacious Rounds ? 


No leſs apparent in its Form and Face 


Thy Hand and Art the ſtudious Thought may 


trace: 
Why ſpherical its Form, but that it tends 


To wiſer Purpoſes and better Ends? 
Thus fram'd, its Surface more capacious { preads 
In Seas, Lakes, Rivers, Woods, and tiowry Meads, 


More equally receives the ſolar Rays, 


In juſter Meaſure parts the Nights and Days, 
Gives 
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Kindle in them a Spark oi thole bright Flames 


Which warm her Breaft when {he thy Prat e pro- 
claims. 


Where cer we caſt our Eycs, Where. cer we tread, 


Marks of thy Skill and Goodneſs we may read, 
Ihe fair Impreſſions ev ry Object bears, 

And Thee Creator ſolemnly declares; 

Not the minuteſt Worm, nor loweſt Plant, 

Thy meaneſt Works, ſuch Evidences want; 
Evn theſe, when nicely view d, our Wonder raic, 
And join their Fellow-Creatures in thy Praiſe: 
With ſundry Giſts and dilf- rent Strokes of Art 
Diſtinguith'd, ev Ty Kind ſuſtains a Part 

In this great Chorus; Thee, their only Theme, 
They ling inceſſant, and record thy Name. 


This pond'rous Earth itſelf, from whoſe rich 
Womb. 


Such Wonders f. pring of varied Life and Bloom, 
Whether at reſt, or round its Axis hurl'd, 
Planet, or Centre of this lower World, 

By nought ſurrounded but the yielding Air, 
What is t that props or guides with ſo much Care? 
It 
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If fix d and motionleſs, what but thy Hands 
On ſuch Foundations fix d it, where it ſtands? 
So pois d the Whole, tho fram d of diff” rent Parts, 
Thar from its State and Site it never ſtarts, 
Compacted, ſteddy, firm? Or if it run 
Revolvd an annual Circle round the Sun, 
Inſenſibly to us, with even Pace, 
Bearing us ſmoothly thro the opning Space; 


To what, O Gov! but 8580 ee Y Powr 


Can we aſcribe its wide celeſtial Four, 


The Force which drives and che cks it as it rolls, 


Which gives it Speed, and whicli that Speed con- 
trouls, 


With ſtraiten d Reins confines it to its Bounds, 


To run at equal Times its {pacious Rounds ? 


No leſs apparent in its Form and Face 


Thy Hand and Art the ſtudious e may 


trace: 
W hy e its Form, but that it tends 
To witer Purpoſes and better Ends? 


Thus fram'd, its Surface more capacious ſpreads 


In Seas, Lakes, Rivers, Woods, and flow'ry Meads, 
More equally receives the lolar Rays, 


In juſter Meaſure parts che Nights and Days, 
Gives 


42 A Curſory View of the CREATION. 
Gives to the cooling Breeze and cleanſing Wind 
A Currency more free and unconfin d; 


Itſelf more firm in 7his, and ſteddier far 
Than any other Figure it could wear. 


Vet why not evry where exactly round? 
« Why even here, and there uneven found? 


„Why riſe the Mountains with their threat'ning 


Heads, 


Obſtruct our Sight, and ſtretch their gloomy 


Shades? 
Why gaping underneath their rugged Brow 
VDeſcend as far wide Cavities below : p = 


To haſty, careleſs, and incurious Eyes, 
Not meet to judge where Uſe and Beauty lies, 
This varied Outſide and external Frame, 


Rude, artleſs, and mil- ſhap'd perhaps may ſeem; 
Perhaps give ground for queſtion, whether ought 
But thoughtleſs Chance th unequal Structure 


wrought * 
Not lo to the judicious, ſearching Mind, 


That weighs the Uſe of Things, and Ends deſignd, 


That ſtudies Nature in her curious Schemes, 
The Method ſhe purſues, and Good the aims, 
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To ſuch as clear thy Goodnels, Wiſdom, Care 
In 7his, as in thy other Works appear. 


It undiveriity'd with Hill and Dale, 
The lofty Mountain, and the humble Vale, 
With deep Receptacles tor watry Stores, 
With level Downs, high Cliffs, and floping Shores, 


The Earth had one ſmooth ſprea ding Convex 
Been, 


The ſame in all its Parts the Form and Scene. 
How 111 conſulted i in that fancy d Plan 


Had been the Good : and Benefit of Man 2? 
How ill his Pleaſure? if we can conceive 
_ How Man could in that State ſubſiſt and live. 
Wichout Deſcent could purling Fountains flow, 
Unite their Streams, and into Rivers grow ? 
Could theſe through diſtant Lands their Scores 


CONVCY, 
No Vale ſubſiding for chein curving way ? 


Had no wide Channels open'd to contain 


The: great collected Waters of the Main, 


That conſtant Source of Vapour 8 which ariſe 


Exhal'd from thence, and cool the {ultry Skies, 
Which form the Clouds, and as they float above, 


By various Winds to various Climates drove, 


G Now 


44 A Curſory View of the CREATIO. 
Now ſhed the ſreth'ning Dew, now copious pour 
In pearly Drops the ſoaking fertile Show'r, 
What Sort or Kind of vegetable Birth 

Had ſprung and flouriſh'd to adorn the Earth, 
Put forth the juicy Blade to feed the Beaſt, 
Or bloſſom d into Fruit for Man's Repaſt? 
Owe we not evry Growth of ev'ry Soil 

Self ſhooting, or improv'd by human Toil, 

To the deſcending Riches of the Clouds, 

Or to the fatt'ning Streams of {welling Floods: ? 
Without theſe Aids Nature had ſtrove in vain 
To rene the meaneſt Plant that decks the Plain. 


By Chance, and not to ſerve a gracious End, 
Do then ch exalted Hills aloſt aſcend? 
When the thin Vapours by their riling Tops 
Condens d diſtill around in lucid Drops, 
With genial Moiſture iwell the ſprouting Seeds, 
2 And cloath with blooming Herbs the florid Meads 


When to their hanging Slopes and craggy Brows 
Each murm'ring Brook and pouring River owes 
Ihe Source, from whence in crooked Roads below 
Its fruittul and refreſhing Currents flow. — 
. When. 
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When on their ſunny Sides the rip'ning Corn 
elightful waves, in greater Plenty born, 

Or cluitring Vines with ſtronger Vigour ſhoot, 
And pay our Culture with a richer Fruit. 


When from their row'ring Heights our Eyes 


com mand 


The wide extended Tracts of varicd Land, 
Survey at once whole Pr Ovinces around 


With liberal Nature's beauteous Bleiſings crown'd, 


Numbcrlets Proſpects, which attract the Sight, 
Scene alter Scene, and {till with freſh Delight! 


When ON their ſteepy ga il pring proſuſe 
A thouſand Growths of ſalutary Uſe, 

Which ſpreading Lawns beneath reſuſe to bear, 
Diſtinct in Soil, in Heat, and ambient Air. 


When their capacious Bowels deep explord 
Another Sort of wondrous Births afford, 
Thoſe numerous Kinds, thoſe rich abundant Stores 
Ot curious Minerals, and metallic Ores, 


Of 
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Of diff rent Uſes all, yet ev'ry Kind 

For Ends beneficent to Man delign'd, 
From the dark Foſſil ro the ſparkling Vein, 
From Beds of Iron to the golden Mine. 


What Weakneſs then and Folly Man betrays 
Whencer thy Works he queſtions, or thy Ways? 
More clearly found all-bounteous, wile and good, 
Ihe nearer ſearch'd, and better underſtood. 


Contemptible to ſome perhaps and vile 
May ſeem the Ground we tread, this earthly Soil, 
Deform'd appear, and wrought without Deſign, | 
A Work of Matter blindly mov'd, not thine: 

Vet here in this che penetrating Mind 
T7 hy Wiſdom and thy Goodneſs too may find. 
Did an exterior Glebe of Iighter Mould, 

More yielding to the Tread the Earth enfold, 
Wanting Coherence firm, would it ſuſtain 
The lab ring Beat, or leſſer Weight of Man * 
Or could it form one Tract. of uſeful Land, 
The whole a ſqualid Bog, or crumbling Sand- 
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A harder Surfacz did it ſpread around, 
Of Subſtance more compact, and cloſer bound, 
What tender Blade or Plant could force its way 
With ſpringing Verdure thro' the rigid Clay ? 
Vain were our Culture, vain the painful Toil 
To raiſe : the Furrow, and invert the Soil: 
 Mould-d to this Conſiſtence then between 
Theſe two Extremes in lo ea a Mean, 
How ſtrongly does it prove, how loudly ſpeak 


5 The Hand of wiſe Contrivance i in its Make: ? 


Vile ſhall we call it? when with pregnant Stores 
Replete, ſuch Riches it prolutely pours, 
Unnumber'd Tribes of milky Herbs, that feed 
The herding Cattle, and adorn the Mead : 

Of fragrant Flow'rs with cv ry Beauty ſtreakt, 
Which the moſt lively Colours can effect: 

Of; juicy Plants and Roots, which yield us Food, 
Or Health reſtore, with healing powers endu'd : 


Of ſpicy Shrubs, whole Wood, Bark, Leaves and 
Blows 


' Perfume each Gals that tans cheir limber TIO ; 
LEED. 
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Of ſtately Trees, that riſe with graceful Heads, 
Repel the Heat, and form delighttul Shades; 
Or ſuch as lowly bend their tender Shoots, 


And court our Hands to pluck their mellow d 
Fruits. 


Vile ſhall we call it, when its furrow'd Face 
Reſtores each truſted Seed with ſuch Increale ? 


So well requites thoſe Labours, which diſplay 
Its teeming Boſom to the open Day 


How thick burſt forth to light the quick'ned 


Grains, 


How ſpeedily ſucceed the Sower's Pains 
In pointed Blades aſpiring, and conceal 
Ihe ruſſet Furrows with a verdant Veil! 


Delighttul to behold ! ere lon g to riſe 
In Scenes more gay, and grateful to our Eyes, 
When now the bearded Ears their Spires untold, 


And change the fading Green to fulgent Gold : 


From far their Wealth thePlains and Valleys ſhow, py 


Smile in the Plenty, and with Luſtre glow, 


Invite the hardy Reapers to the Toil, 


Jo whet the Scythe, and ſeize the tempting 85011 
Beneath their ſteddy Arms extended wide 
Ihe copious Burthens fall on ev'ry ſide, 


— From 
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From Day to Day inceſſant they proceed, 

Joy elevates their Hearts, Joy wings their Speed, 
Till meatur'd by their Steps each ſpacious Field 
Bow to their Strokes, and all its Treaſures yield; 
Thy Gifts, O gracious Go p! to thee belongs 
For all theſe Stores the Tribute of our Songs, 
For evry uletul, beauteous, ſoodſul Birth, 

That iſſues blooming trom the pregnant Earth; 
From thee that pregnant genial Pow'r proceeds 
Which quickens and dilates the burſting Seeds, 
Which torms the Fibres, and the piercing Root, 


The Trunk, Branch, Leaf, the Bloſſom, and the 
E ruit. 


What Cauſe, or r Cauſes j joining, could produce, 
Without thy Hand, ſuch Works of Art and Lie? 
Such as are found, when ſearch d and cloſely View d, 
As Curious, as beneficent and g00d. 

By thee imparted to the Ear th, the Air, 

The Dew, the Rain, the Sun, and ſilver Star, 
Their proper Energies, they but fulfill 

In what they act, thy Counſel, and thy Will; 
All Inſtruments, which thy great Hand directs, 
And thine, however ſeeming zheirs, th Effects; 
Be 
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Be 7hine the Praiſes then, all-gracious Go p 
Who pour ſt thy Riches ſo profuſe abroad, 


Who deck'ſt the Hill, the Valley, and the Plain, 
With Products of ſuch Benefit to Man. 


In ſwelling Cluſters here the limber . 

Preſents the Grape for Food, or chearful Wine, 
Supply d with claſping Tendrels to embrace 
The friendly Prop, and bear the rich Increaſe; | 
Ineſtimable Boon, where Temperance rules, 
And all our lawleſs Appetites controuls 


There glows the Orange with its golden Rind, 

On verdant Boughs beneath the Weight inclin'd, 
Fragrant as fine! of Fruits among the firſt 

That pleaſe the Palate, and allay the Thirſt. 


There vie in F lavour and in Form with each, 
The ſmootb- kinn d Nec rine, and the dow ny 
Fach, 


With purple ting d, and Strokes of Crimſon Red, 


How exquiſitely gay and tempting ſpread 


There 
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There ſcarce inferior from the bending Sprig 
Depend the Plumb, the Apple, and the Fig. 
Invite us with their Richneſs, Sight and Taſte, 


Io heap the Board, and crown the dubious Feaſt. 


There boaſts its Uſefulneſs, nor boaſts i in vain, 
The juicy Olive with its pallid Stain, 
If not in Fineneſs, yet in that it yie! ids 
To none the choiceſt Products of the Ficlds. 


There ſpread their pond rous Arms the ſolid ; 
Oaks, 


And ſtrike their Roots deep thro'thecleſted Rocks; 
Proud of their mighty Strength and ſtately Form, 
They ſeem to brave the Rage of Wind and Storm. 


There riſe ſublime and meet the Clouds above, 


The taper Firrs, the Beauty of the Grove; 


Near, or from far, we view with wond'ring Eye 


Their ſpiring Tags wave In the airy Sky. 


—— 


FE 


There breathe their Odours chro che Silvan 
Scene 


The Cedar's comely Branches, ever green, 
© Whoſe 
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Whoſe precious Wood no Canker-worms annoy, 
Nor all-conſuming Time and Years deſtroy. 


There flouriſh, and with equal Juſtice claim 
The Muſe's Notice to applaud thy Name, 


The Pine, Elm, Aſh, the Cypreſs, and the Lime, 


With others numberleſs; to ev'ry Clime 
Peculiar Tribes, {till faireſt ſeen to grow 
Where firſt their Parent-Seeds thy Hand did ſow. 


But who the curious Labour can ſuſtain 
Throughly to trace, and juſtly to explain 


Thoſe Multitudes of wondrous Growths that 
ſhade 


The lofty Mountain, and the Lowland Mead, 
Their Ules, Beauties, Properties, and Frame 
Preſerv d, as firſt aſſign d to each, the ſame ? 

O erwhelm d with this Variety, the Muſe 
Doubtſul amidſt ſuch Numbers which to chuſe, 
Selects a few, that with the reſt impart 
Delightful Proofs of thy creative Art; 
The pious Song do thou, O Go » ! approve, 


Which flows from ardent Zeal, and grateful Love. 
To 
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To other Objects turn'd, ſhe now ſurveys 


What more thy Goodnels and thy Skill diſplays, 


Thy Ving Works, which ſtock the ſruitful Earth, 


Of cvry Region, ev'ry Clime the Birth, 
Which bear 1 in clearer Characters thy Name, 


And plainer { peak the Cauſe from whence they 
Came. 


From Man, thy Image, to the crawling Worm, 


What various Kinds in Structure, Size and F orm 


Traverſe the Vale, the F oreſt, and the Lawn, 


From Morn ti!l Eve, from Evening to the Dawn, 
Þy thee directed each a proper way 


To leek their Food, their Pleaſure, and their Prey ? 
Who can declare their Numbers? who deſcribe 
The Difference of ev'ry Sort and Tribe? 


Known to thyſelf alone! whole POWI and Art 
. Gave Lite to each, and faſhion'd ev ry Part; 


Whoſe Bounty, in Proportion to their Needs, 


Provides for all, and ev'ry Creature feeds. 


Of all the numerous Kinds that creep, walk, fly. 


Move on the Earth, or roam the open Sky, 
Not 
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Not one we find, when view'd with ſtudious Care, 
That does not in its Make and Nature wear 
That Evidence of thy creating Hand, 

Which Reaſon is not able to withſtand; 
Adapted to their Being, Uſe and State, 

All ſhare the Pow'rs which render them complete, 


That Strength, Sagacity, Shape, Size and Speed 


Which ſuits them beſt, and what they moſtly need, 
Confeſsd in each, ſuch Art and Wildom thine, 
As prove the Work and Structure muſt be thine ; 
As perfect in the Inſect, Bee, or Ant. 
As in the Camel, Ox, and Elephant; 

In the ſw-ift Roe buck and the tim rous Hare, 

As in the Lion, Tiger, and the Bear; 

In the Houſe Sparrow. Linnet, and the Wren, 
As in the Oſtrich, Eagle, and the Crane; 
Equally perfect i in the {ſmall and great, 


The tame, the wild, the fierce, the flow and fleet. 


-—— 

Ten thouſand Wonders open to our View, 
When we thele Searches frequently renew, 
Inſpect the Parts peculiar to each Sort, 
Ho fitted for their Safety and Support, 
e For 
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For ſeeking and attaining all that tends 


To conſtitute their Good, and ſerve their Ends ; 


When we obſerve that Painting and Array 


Which ſome, ſurpaſſing human Art, diſplay ; 


That Symmetry of Form ſo well delign d, 
So pertectly exprels'd 1 in evry Kind: 


When we remark that inbred Art that guides 


Each Senle, and over ev'ry Act preſides. 


Dictates unerring what to ſhun or chuſe, 


Nor leaves them Pow'r its Dictates tO refuſe; 
Contines the diff'rent Sexes to embrace 

Their proper Kind, and ſpread their genuine Race, 
Preſerve their Species as they firſt began, 
Worms, Fiſh, Fowls, Beaſts, progreſſive up to Man; 


Which teaches and impells them to prepare 
With Pains unwearied and the ſondeſt Care, 
The moſt commodious Places where to lay 


And lodge their tender Brood by Night or Day, 
Jo feed, to tend, to nurſe them, and defeat 
Each wily Foe that threatens their Retreat; 


Again inſtructs them when to quit their Charge, 


Leave them to range the Earth and Air at large, 
Shift for themſelves, and for themſelves provide, 


The ſame their Nature, and the lame their Guide. 
| 1 In- 
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Inſtinct we call the Principle from whence 
Proceed their Care and penetrating Senſe, 
Their Quickneſs to diſtinguiſh for their Good, 
F rom Poiſon Phylick, and the wholſom'ſt Food; 
Their Foreſight, Cunning, and each ready Wile, 
By which they ſhun the Fleet, and Strong beguile. 
But when we ſeek that Inſtinct to explain, 
Excluding thee, we leck and ſtrive in vain ; 
For Reas ning, Inconſiſtences advance, 

And Truth oppoſe with Pride and Ignorance ; 
To thee that ruling Princi ple they owe, 
That wondrous Art which in their Acts they ſhow, 
From thee deriv'd, by thee alone impreſt, 
It guides them all, from biggeſt to the leaſt. 


Subject to Man, and chiefly for his Uſe, 

1 Thy Hands have ſorm d in Plenty thus proſuſe 
Ihe ſev ral Species of the brutal Kind, 
To him the Property of all aſſign "By 
What Numbers, to ſuſtain and feed him, rove 
Oer the wide Plain, or ſhelter in the Grove, 


To cloath and deck him with their beauteous 
Spolls, 


To yield him Service, and relieve his Toils? 
Here 
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Here bleating Flocks in curling Fleeces clad 
Whiten the Surface of the ſpringing Mead: 

In Herds as ſpreading there the lowing Breed 
Extracting Milk from flow'ry Carpets feed: 


Here neigh the vig'rous — and paw the 
Ground, 


For hardy Labour and for Spoed renown d: 
There ſtately treads the flow, but painful Steer, 
And there exulting bounds the nimble Deer: 
Down to the loweſt Animals trom theſe, 
Tribe under Tribe diſpos d in nice Degrees, 
What great Variety of Sorts we find 
For the lame gracious Purpoſes detignd : 2. 
And ſhall we lay the reſt were made in vain, 
Or not for any Good and Ule to Man, 


When they exhibit to his careſul Sight 
Such Proofs, 1o full of Wonder and Delight, 


As ſhew thy Hand in all their Parts and F rame, 
And furniſh ampler Grounds to praiſe thy Name? 


As much the ſmalleſt of the living Kind, 
When near eXamin'd by che piercing Mind, 
Declare thy Art and Pow'r, as thole whole Size 
For Bulk and Magntcude attracts our Eyes; 

ME — 
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Or rather, does not greater Wonder ſeize 


Ihe curious Searcher, when theſe Works he 
Welgns, 


The living Atoms, which the mortal Eye 
Unaided is not able to deicry ? 

How very ſubtile and extremely fine 

Muſt be the Parts that in their Structure join, 
Each Muſcle, Nerve, and Ligament, that ſuit 
And form the Whol, of Creatures ſo minute 

But then the Parts which ſtill thoſe Parts COM poſe, 
Or winding Stream which in each Veſſel flows, 
More fine and ſubtile {till! what lab ring stretch 
Of human F: ancy can purſue and reach ? 

Not more the vaſt immeaſurable Space, 

Where Worlds unnumber d run their ſtated Race, 
Aſtoniſhes the decp- re\ olving Thought, 

Than theſe ſtupendous Works in Little wrou ght, 
In Little infinite! nor more diſplays 

The boundleſs Pow' r and Wiſdom of thy Ways, 


Smit with theſe cd we proſtrate fall, 
And own thy great Perſections ſhew'd in all; 
In theſe, and ev'ry Product of thy Hand, 


They ſtrike reſiſtleſs, and our Songs demand : 
Whether 


7 3 
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Whether diſtinguih'd moſt throughout the Whole 


Thy Art, or PowrT, or Goodnels over-rule, 


Or equally united they combine, 


And in thy Works with equal Luſtre ſhine; 
We icel the Force of each, and feeling raiſe 


Our Hearts to thee in Hymns of ardent Praiſe. 


* 
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PS AI u cvü. 23, 24: 
Thoſe that To down to the Sea in Ships, ad occupy 


their Luft me. in great Waters, theſe Men Il ee 
the Works of the LORD. and his 715 orders lt 


the Deep. 


Curſory VIEW 


O F THE 


CREATION. . 


PART IV 


Attempts unwearied, and with Joy 


= purſues; 


Scarce more deli ghted when with Won— 
dring Eye 


She view d and ſung thy glorious Works on high, 
Or rang'd the blooming Earth, ſelecting there 


What moſt proclaim thy Hand and ruling Care, 
T "Fit 


S yet reſervd another Task the Mule 


(An ampler Surface to the Land aſlign'd) 
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Fit Themes for Song, of Mountain, Vale,and Plain 
The curious Growths,and Creatures they contain : 
Thy Wonders of the Deep ſhe now ſurveys, 
And makes the pleaſing Subject of thy Praiſe. 


What Wiſdom, or what Pow 'r, but thine, O Gop! 


Could ſpread this liquid Element abroad, 
In ſuch Dimenſions ſtretch its Arms around, 
Adjuſt its Empire, and preſcribe its Bound ? 


With Surface more difſulive had it rolld, 


In broader Channels pour'd, and lets controul'd, 
Proportion d to that Space, a larger Store 


Of humid Vapours, by the ſolar Pow'r 


Exhal'd from thence, muſt have diſſolvd in Rain, 


And with impetuous Currents choak'd the Plain; 


Each ſtreaming Brook and River muſt have role 
Jo greater, prouder Heights than now it flows, 


In Floods more fierce and frequent lawleſs {well'd, 


And ravag d ev'ry Growth that cloaths the Field. 


In ſtraiter Limits had it been confin'd, 


Leis 
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Leſs Quantities of watry St cams Oi Courſe 


Mui have been drawn from one contracted 
Source, 


Leis Stores for moiſt ning Dews and {oaking 
Show rs 


To cool the Earth. and help her genial Pow'rs, 
To teed the Springs of evry purling Rill, 
Supply the Rivers, and their Channels till. 
From this Defect who ſecs not, that reflects, 
What Evils had enſu d. what dire Effects? 
Leſs ſoſten d with the Fatneſs of the Clouds, 
And with the gather'd Spoils of riſing Floods, 

| Could che extended Land have {| pr cad that Bloom, 
Or pour d ſuch copious Riches rom its Womb, 


Herbs, Shrubs, Fruits, Flowers and Grain, with 
ſuch Increaſe 


That now diverſify and deck its Face, 
Suſtain the Lite of every ching which moves, 
Which treads the Lawn, or thro the Æther roves ? 
Wither'd with parching Drought, its fow'ry Pride 
And all its verdant Glorics muſt have dy'd. 


Thy Counſel then, O Go »! and pow'rful Hand 
It was that fix'd the Bounds of Sea and Land, 
: Diflus'd 
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Diffus'd the Surtaces of each abroad 

In ſuch juſt Meaſure for the general Good. 

By thy Appointment flows the rolling T ide, 
Gains its known Heights, then haſtens to ſubſide: 
Thy Laws immutable its Motions ſteer, 

Both in its ebbing F light and full Carcer; ; 
Conſtant in each, it readily obeys, 

And in its Uſe and Wonders ſpeaks thy Praiſe. 


Indulge with greater freedom, had it fwell'd 
Above thoſe ſettled Heights, where now with- 

—_ 

It ſtops ſubmils, whole Kingdoms fertile now 
In evry Giſt which Nature can beſtow, 

Buried beneath the riſing Waves had lain 


A fruitleſs Portion of th extended Main. 


Short of th' eſtabliſh' d Bound' ries had it flow'd, 
Its Progreſs by a quicker | Check withſtood, 
Could it have anſwer d thoſe commodious Ends 
For which its preſent curling stream aſcends, 
To fill the Bay, to raiſe the River's Height, 
And bear within the Land the pond rous F rcight, 
--Fhe 


[ 
? 
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Ihe Wealth of cvry diſtant Clime and Soil, 


Each curious Work of human Skill and Toil. 


Whatever Art or Nature can produce 
To bleſs the World with Benefit and Ule ? 
How vilible in this, O Gov! appear 
Thy Arm almighty, and preſiding Care! 


Jo this determin'd Point thy Waves, O Sea! 


« Aſcend, be this thy Bound ; return, obey; 


« Alternate be thy Courſe to riſe and fall, 
_ © Solerve the general Weal, the Good of all. 
Thus ſpoke, and thus ordain qd thy Will ſupreme; 


(Of all our Songs how fit, how juſt the Theme J 
Which Love and Wiſdom infinite directs, 
To work theſe great arid wonderful Effects. 


Impregnated with Salt, its reſtleſs Stream 


Rolls uncorrupted, pure, and ſtill the ſame; 
Yet {rom its briny Face freſh Steams alone 
Yields to the Vigour of th attracting Sun; 


In airy Vehicles buoy d up on high, 
With gilded Clouds they fill the vaulted Sky, 
Tow'ring aloft, ere long to fall again, 


And bleſs che World i in 1 Kindly ] Dews and Rain. 
: U Who 
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Who gave that Power to the glowing Beam 

To draw freſh Vapours from the briny Stream? 
Or to the Air, to hold them poiz d above, 
From Tract to Tract by various Currents drove, 
Then gently let them ſink in liquid Gems, 


To feed each Plant, and ſtretch the porous Stems, 


Diſpenſe Supplies to ev'ry fruitful Birth, 
And ſcatter y FIR Oer the Earth? 


How blind muſt be the ye, perverſe the 
Thought, 


Not to diſcern in Things ſo wiſely wrought, 
00 graciouſly defign'd, thy bounteous Hand, 
Thy all-creating Order and Command 5 


Studious to ſearch and know beyond what lies 


Expos'd to View, and naked to their Eyes, 


= : Mankind of old in Ships the Ocean try'd, 
Fre Rules of Art were ſorm d to be their Guide: 


Cautious at firſt, they coaſted round the Strand, 
And ꝓly the lab ring Oar in ſight of Land: 
Improv d by Uſe and Skill, in After-times 


They ſpread their Sails, and fought remoter 


Climes, 


Rang d 
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Rang'd the great Deep, and flew from Shoar to 


Shoar, 
Where-cer its Boſom ſwells, and Billows roar : 
Still in Proportion to their bold Eſlays, 
Their Search and Labours on the liquid Ways, 


More and more Wonders open to their View, 


Proclaim thy Providence, and Wiſdom fſhew : 


How regularly ſpring by Night and Day 
Alternate Breezes from the Land and Sea! 
Theſe to convey them to the Port they eek, 


And thoſe t to bear them from the winding Creck : 


Remote from Land, where-c'cr their Courſe they 


bend, 


Some fav ring Gales Or Currents {till befriend 
Their Paſſage, till a ſettled Wind they gain, 


That blows unvarying Oer the Purple Main: 
Waſted by this, what mighty Lengths they run 


Ere a few Weeks are meaſur d by the Sun! 
. How 100n, when loſt entirely to their View 
The known old World recedes, they greet the 


new! 


Thus the wide Seas, hat ſeem d at firſt defi gn d 
J 0 part remoteſt Lands, have really join d, 


United Eaſt tO Weſt, and Pole to Pole, 


And carry d friendly Commerce round the I bole, 
Diſtri- 
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Diſtributing abroad, from Coaſts to Coaſts, 


Thoſe diff rent Products which each Climate 
boaſts, 


To ſerve the reſt with their peculiar Uſe, 
And purchaſe what their own will not produce: 
Thus more diffuſive, and with quicker Speed, 

i liro 'out the Globe are all thy Bleſſings _ 


| Fain would the Muſe recount in grateful Strains 
Each Wonder which the mighty Deep contains, 
Explore its inmoſt Cells, nor leave untold 
One curious Secret which its Arms enfold; 
Trace its Inhabitants from Tribe to Tribe, 
Their diff rent Structure, Form and Parts deſcribe, 
Point to thoſe Proofs of Wiſdom which appear 
In all, and all the Praiſe to thee refer. 
But who among the tavour'd Sons of Men 
For this ſuffices with his Tongue or Pen © ? 
Unequal to the Task, we but recite 
What obvious courts our Search in open Li ght, 
Leaving unſung a thouſand Wonders more, 
Too deep for us to fathom and explore. 


Not 
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Not more in Number, nor more curious made. 


Graze the green Plain, or croſs the open Glade, 


Beaſts, Fowls, and Inſects, than the ſcaly Breed 
Range 1 in the Seas, and crop the ooh Weed; 
In theſe as clear convincing Proots of thee, 


Thy Wildom, Pow', and Providence we ſee; 


From hence as ſtrong Incitements Fel to raiſe 
Our Thoughts to Heavn, and celebrate thy 


Praiſe; 


Each diff'rent Sort, from the minuteſt Scale 
Upto the Vaſtneſs of th imperial Whale, 

As far as Man can trace them, bears thy Name 
In the Contrivance of their Make and Frame : 
So admirably fitted to the Place 
For their Abode ordain'd, the watry Space, 

To other Creatures Death, what Hand, what Ar t 

- Yue thine ſuch Senſe and Organs could impart ? 

Their pervious Gills, which from the Flood re- 


celVe 


Secreted Air, by which chey breathe and live; 
Their flatted Eyes adjuſted to the Stream, 
And to the piercing Light's refracted Beam; : 


1 Their 
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Their griſtly Fins, which row them as they glide, - 
And keep them balanc'd in the rolling Tide; | 


Their glaſly Backs, ſharp Heads, and glittring 
Sides, 


Oer which with 0 much Eaſe the Water flides ; 3 
Their curling Tails with vigrous Sinews ſtrung, 
By which, like Arrows ſhot, they dart along; 
Not quicker thoſe the airy Fluid cleave, 

Than theſe the ſo much denſer limpid Wave. 


Where-eer the Ocean claſps the Earth around, 
Thro' all its floating Regions they abound; 
Z In Shoals of huge Extent and cloſe Array 
= ” Some {well the Flood, and puſh ener crouded 
7 „ Wa: | 
| OD : Unſocial ſome and Gale, glancing ay, --- 
E | Or ſtretch'd upon the Surface, basking lie, 
1 Unnumber d Kinds of diff ring Form and Size, 
1 . Sparkling with golden, azure, purple Dyes, 

18 With Drops of all the beauteous Tints that glow 
In the bright Compaſs of the ſhow'ry Bow | ! 


y 


Vet not with greater Pleaſure we ſurvey 
Theſe Strokes of Art and Beauty they dif play, 
Than 
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Than we diſcern thy Providence and Care, 
Which in their Manner, Ways, and Ends appear. 


Why in the deepeſt Seas, remote from Lagd,. 
Roam the leſs uſeful Kinds, and thun the Strand ? 
Whilſt thoſe of greateſt Ule in plenteous Stores 
Preſs to the Bay, and ſport about the Shores, 

Or up the Rivers Mouth their Journey wind. 
And leave their native briny Tide behind, 

As tempting us to ſpread the Toyls abroad, 
And drag them from the near and known Abode. 
By Nature thus directed ſhall we lay 


-T hey. chuſe their Courſe, and rake a ditf” rent 
Way * 


But what is Nature, but hy Will purſu'd 


In all their Actions chiefly for our Good ? 


Whatever Sorts thy forming Word at firſt 
Caus'd from the Ocean's ample Womb to burſt, 
As yet preſerv'd, they propagate their Kind, 
And hold that Rank and Place by thee aſſign d; 
Tho Thouſands daily on the leſſer ſeed, 


And Rapine reigns thro ev 27 Quarter 8 
Vet 
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Yet not one Species known to Man is loſt, 

Or from th' unfathom'd Deep, or ſhelving Coaſt: 
Whether that thou haſt made the {maller Race 
|| To breed and multiply with ſuch Increale, 
5 Or that the Weak, with artful Shifts endu d, 
Oft ſcape the Stronger, and their Force elude ; 
In Plenty ſtill ſubſiſt each Tribe, and ſhow 
Thy over-ruling Eye and Hand below, 


22 + 
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Ever preſerving for our Uſe and Need | 
What firſt thy gracious Will for both decreed. 


Flood, 
Created for our Suſtenance and F 00d, 

Not in their Forms more various than i in Taſte, 
And ſome the choiceſt Part of Man's Repaſt ? 
What Numbers more for other Ends deſign d. 
Still tending to the Good of human Kind 

1n ſundry Uſes, and the Proofs they give 
Of thee, from whom their Being they derive 2 


Proceeds inquiſitive from Kind to Kind, 


What numerous Sorts roam in the ſpacious 


When fix d on theſe thy Works the buſy Mind 


3 From 


e 2 n 3 8 6/2 . 
Ag Ba OS, . # 5 


L 


* * 
8 
Fi 
** 
8 
. 
n 
i 
0 
p 
» 
* £4.09 


x 
* 
Kt 
71 
45 
LN 
Y 


A Curſory View of the Cr ation. 


- cf 


From thoſe ſcarce vilible to human Eyes, 
From ſmall to great, in order as they rite, 
Eilays with pleaſing Pains to comprehend 
Ot each rhe Nature, Manner, Uſe, and End, 
Of all the ſhining ſcaly I. fies and thoic 
Which Shells of ev'ry curious Form inclole; 


Of all th' amphibious Broods, which rove or 


creep 


Now on the Strand. now in the 007Y Deep : 


Loſt in the Search at length, o'ercome and ſpent, 


It finds the Subject Of too great Extent, 
Too various and amazing to explore, 
Deſiſts, and turns from ſearching to adore. 
To celebrate thy wile and bountcous Ways, 
Which call ſo juſtly tor our higheſt Praile. 


LORD! what is Man, that Heavn, and Earth, 
and Sea 


Thus ſerve his Good by ch y expres Decree! 
That ſuch ſtupendous Works, where Art divine 


And POW T omnipotent exerted join, 


Were wrought ar frſt; and as at firſt, {till tend 
_ Chiefly to anſwer and promote this End! 


Y + Ah 
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Oh ! how indebted are we to thy Love 

So plenteous here below, and there above ! 

So fruitful in Effects, that quite exceed 

Our neceſſary Exigence and Need; 

That miniſter a thouſand diff rent ways 

To our Convenience, Uſe, Delight, and Joys. 5 


Yet ſtill amidſt theſe Bleſſings we . 
Man is imperfect, and his State is vain : 
Imperſect > Be it ſo ſhall we repine : ? 

_ When true Perfection only can be thine : 
When nought but thou thyſelf, O Gov! — be 
From all Defect and Imperſection free. 
But that his State is vain, -—- why ſay we this? 
Becauſe not pure and unallay'd his Bliſs 7 # 
Becauſe he's mortal, and ſo ſoon to leave 

This preſent Scene, and change it for the Grave? 
Ungrateful! thus to murmur, and forget 

| What thou haſt done, and {till deſigneſt yer. 
What? could we merit, evn before we were, 

To be more happy Creatures than we are? 
That Heav n, not Earth, ſhould be our bliſsful 


Seat? 


What! claim a Right to the Angelic State? 


Pre- 
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Prejumptuous and ablurd! the thouſandth Part 
Oi what thou giv'ſt ſurpaſſes all Deſert. 

As then our Station here and Happineſs 
Might have been juſtly lower, juſtly lels, 


Have we not reaſon grateſully to own 


Thy Goodneſs in our preſent Being ſhown * 


Nor Man himielt, nor any thing we lee, 
Is vain, as made, Or as deſign'd by Thee: 
The meaneſt Part of thy Creation tends 
Moit vitibly to wile and gr acious Ends; 
To theſe with Weight and Energy it leans, 
And ſinds, to gain thele Ends, propor tion 0 Means: 
T he Vanity objected has no Caule, 
But our Infraction of thy ſacred Laws, 
Our wilful, baſe Infraction! hence it flows, 
This is the Spring of all our real Woes. 


Did Man conſider, and in Fact purſuc 


What with thy Aids 1m parted he might do, 
The End for which thy Bounty plac d him here, 
70 uſe thy Blefſings right, and thee revere, 


His Murmrings quickly would be turn'd to Praiſe 


pcaceſul would be his Nights, and bleſsd his 
Days: 


Struck 
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Struck with the various Wonders of this Scene, - 
Thy Ways and Dealings with the Sons of Men, 
Expreſſive of ſuch Love, he would rejoice 
In this his Lot, as in his own tree Choice ; 
With Pleaſure wait till what is mortal dies, 
And lets him free to range the bliſsful Skies, 
To ſoar with vigrous and intrepid Wings 
Beyond the Verge of tranſitory Things, 
To Light and Lite immortal, Scenes of Joy, 
Pure, intellectual, and without Alloy w 
Thylelt the glorious Object of his Sight, 
The never-tailing Source of his Delight! 
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